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Remember there is no meeting this month because we are having the meeting at
Steve Freemans house for the Annual Ex-Presidents BBQ. Steve sent directions to
his house which will be forwarded again so that everyone has all the specifics.
Hope to see all there.
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Summer, and the livin's easy.
By: Ian P. Dow
Gentleman,
I would like to say we are in the Dog Days of Summer, but if we are that dog must be a Husky cause its a little
chilly out. I hope that everyone made it through the deluge and did not lose any belongings to the rising tide. It
did make me reevaluate my model collection and possibly move it to higher ground. I was thinking that I should
probably start moving it into my bedroom to keep it safe, however when that idea was proposed, Dear Sweet
Sheila, said it would be safer in whatever house I was going to be moving into by myself. I guess maybe we will
just move it up a shelf or so in the basement.
Speaking of good women I was lucky enough to have gotten a plethora of photos from Darla on the Blevins
annual trip to the Nationals that I included in this months newsletter. Yes this newsletter is very picture heavy
but whenever I try and make these newsletters smaller I just keep finding more things to add. If this is
something that folks want to see less of then let me know. Speaking of less and more there is an extra recipe in
this months issue in case anyone needs labor day picnic ideas. Which leads me to my next segue. The annual Ex
Presidents BBQ held at Steve Freemans house on August 23. Our former leader and his wife Sue are gracious
enough to lend his hearth and home to hosting the annual summer BBQ. The club provides Burgers, Dogs, Pop
and Chips for the event. If anyone wishes to bring a dish to pass or a keg of beer that is also appreciated.
Coordinate with Steve if you are bringing something so that there are not 10 sides of coleslaw. Unless everyone
really likes coleslaw.
With the approaching show season coming it is time to start dusting the model bench off and getting back at it
again. Kalamazoo is having a show this year after taking a year off. There is also the London Ontario show the
same weekend as the Kalamazoo show. Both are good shows and either is worth attending. I have included the
most recent show schedule which will have most of the current shows listed. As always I encourage members
to hit a couple shows a year so that clubs get attendance numbers and traffic through the vendor area. This
keeps clubs putting shows on.
That is all the prattling on I have for this month and I hope to see everyone at Steves on August 23 for the
picnic. Be safe and remember that modeling is yoga for the hands and mind.
Ian
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Dragon 1/35 Flakpanzer 38(t) Ausf L
By: Blair Stewart
From the ModelingMadness.Com website.

Reviewed by :Johnny Seaman in Modeling Madness

THE KIT

This is my third Dragon Smart Kit, and I stand amazed once again. In fact, almost too amazed: this was one of the
hardest kits I’ve ever assembled. Start with over 540 parts, throw in the dreaded photoetch and individual link tracks
(Dragon’s “Magictracks”), and you have a case of advanced modeling syndrome just looking for a place to happen
(in fact, it took me several months to finally complete this beast, and I had to slap the AMS out of myself).
Not only is there super exterior detail, but this kit has a complete interior (a lot of which won’t show unless you open
all the hatches). The instructions are quite detailed (19 separate assembly panels), but Dragon once again has a
few mislabeled parts (e.g., G22 should be G25, P14 should be P15). My only other complaint is there is a dirth of
painting instructions for the interior and the small equipment items inside the gun tub. As always with these kits, I
advise keeping a pencil close by and crossing off each part or subassembly to avoid confusion if you are like me
and take a while to build a model like this. In addition, you will end up will a bunch of leftover parts that are for other
Panzer 38(t) models.
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CONSTRUCTION

Per the instructions, I started with the lower hull and
suspension system. I also assembled the road wheels
and glued them to the lower hull. I then assembled the
transmission, the engine (26 pieces!) and the radiator.
Once these were all assembled, I installed the engine
and radiator in the engine compartment and the
transmission with the drive shaft in the front of the lower
hull. I also glued in the driver’s seat.
The next subassembly was the upper hull. There are
quite a few parts on each of these, so I tried to take my
time and make sure that I didn’t miss anything. I like to
glue the tools on the tank and then hand-paint them later.
Right off the bat, the dreaded PE came into play. There
are a myriad of latches, tie downs, and boxes that are PE.
I don’t have one of the PE bending tools, but I would
highly recommend one of these for this kit. As an
example of the PE complexity, each of the tie downs for
the tools such as the shovel, axe, and track tools consist
of three very tiny PE parts. It is very easy to “cut bait and
run” at this stage, if you get my drift.
I next assembled the fighting compartment equipment.
The radios alone consisted of 16 pieces. The gun base is
a complex structure as well (about 12 parts). I had some
trouble aligning the drive shaft that rotates the gun base,
but fortunately, it’s difficult to see this error once
everything is assembled.
Step 13 is where I had the most trouble. I decided to build
the kit with the gun shields in the “up” position, but for
some reason, I just could not get the parts to line up
correctly (perhaps due to mislabeling?). No matter how I
tried them, the angles just would not match up. After
several attempts, I decided the only alternative was to
scratch-build my own shields with the correct angles. So I
made some templates and cut out the parts from thin
white plastic stock.
After surviving that trauma, I then moved on to the 2CM
FLaK gun, which is a kit within this kit (in fact, you get all
the pieces for Dragon’s 2CM FlaK 38, which is their kit
No. 6288, along with all the PE parts included in that kit.
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You have the option of using either PE parts or plastic parts for the gun shield. The most difficult part of the gun
assembly, but to me, the most striking when assembled, is the spent shell “cage” that was used to prevent ejected
shells from flying all around the fighting compartment. While this is a neat part of the kit, it takes some doing to get
it shaped correctly and mounted to its plastic frame. Another gun assembly option is the elevation angle: 0, 20, 40
or 60 degrees. Depending on which you choose, there are separate parts associated with each elevation angle. I
opted for the 40-degree elevation angle.
At this stage, I had put off the tracks as long as I could, so I finally faced the task of assembling these. I used
methyl ethyl ketone (MEK) to glue the long straight lower sections of track, and then switched to regular plastic
cement to build the sections of track that would bend around the drive sprockets. I then assembled the top tracks,
trying to get the right amount of sag for a stopped vehicle. I ended up with about 5 separate sections of track for
each side. After painting these, I later assembled them around the wheels and running gear on each side of the
lower hull.
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COLORS AND MARKINGS
I started by painting the interior compartments. From articles I have been able to read on the Internet, German
armor engine compartments were painted red, so I opted for Floquil’s hull red. After painting the compartment, I
placed the covers on it and then painted the vehicle’s exterior. I sprayed the transmission compartment flat white.
For the exterior, I decided on a different paint scheme than the instructions offered. I started with MM Sand Gelb as
the overall base coat, and then painted red brown and dark green splotches on the vehicle. I sprayed the tracks
with Testors Steel.
Once everything was dry, I coated the entire model with Future. I applied decals to the vehicle, and then applied a
wash of Liquitex Ivory Black acrylic paint over everything, including the tracks. I used superglue to secure the track
sections to the vehicle. I then used a small paintbrush and Model Master Wood paint to paint the handles on the
axe and shovel. I painted the rest of the tools on the fenders with Testors Steel.
Next, I dry brushed the vehicle with Polly S Fantasy Goblin Flesh to simulate rust (ever since Floquil stopped
making their rust wash, I have found it difficult to locate a paint that actually looks like real rust. This fantasy paint is
about as close as I have come lately). The final weathering was to take a silver artist’s pencil and rub it on sharp
edges where there normally would be wear to simulate bare metal.
CONCLUSIONS
This is yet another great kit from Dragon. I highly recommend this kit to all armor buffs, plus anybody that’s up for a
modeling challenge!
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Making Palm Trees
By: Eric Sikkema from the Armorama.com website.

Starting Out
Reviewed by :Johnny Seaman in Modeling Madness
In this small workshop I will explain to you how everyone can
create a palm tree with a minimum of material.
The things you need are:

1.

A piece of old electrical wire (20 cm).

2.

Some toilet paper.

3.

Some string (the coconut type).

4.

Wall paper glue.

5.

Iron wire (the green plastic-coated type).

6.

Coconut fiber.

7.

Paint (every modeler has that on the shelf).

8.

And last but not least some silk leaves.

Step One: The Trunk
1.

The first thing you have to do is to cut the piece of electrical
wire of about 20 cm.

2.

Then tie the coconut string at one end of the electrical wire and
roll it to the other end in a diagonal way.

3.

The trick is to leave about 6mm space between the wires. (See
photo 1a)

4.

When you reached the other end of the electrical wire you
have to to this again but then in a reverse way. (see photo 1b)

5.

This is to obtain the honey comb effect. (see photo 1c)

6.

When you have reached the place where you have started just
tie it together with a flat knot. It does not matter that you see
the knot it will be concealed later.
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Step Two: The Bark
Now is the time to cover the "trunk" with bark. It can be done in two
ways. The first way is the same way as you create bark on the
normal trees. I mean the plaster method. It is more work but in the
end the result is the same. In this workshop we are going to use
paper maché.

1. At first make some thick wallpaper glue. Smear it on the trunk
and cover it with the toilet paper.

2. Two or three layers will do the trick.
3. As finishing touch you smear a thin layer of wallpaper glue over

(Photo 1b)

the covered trunk. (see photos 2a and 2b)

4. And set a side on a warm place (about 24 hours) till it is
completely dry.

(Photo 2a)

(Photo 1c)
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Step Three: The Leaves
This is the time to get started on the leaves. At a locale
garden centre I bought (for €3) enough leaves to create 3
palm trees. The leaves I bought are a little bit to big for the
palm tree I wanted to make. So I cut the outer edges away
from the leaves so that the curves in the leaves will be on
the outside. (See photo 3a)

1. When you have done this you have to give you leaf the

(Photo 3a)

final form.

2. With a sharp scissor you have to cut pointy edges on
the leaves. Do this at both sides. (see photos 3b and 3c
)
Note: Leave the plastic centre where it is when you cut
the leaves this will give you something to hold on to
when you cut your leaves.

3. When you finish you can simply remove these.

(Photo 3b)

4. When you are ready with the cutting procedure and you
have removed the plastic centers, with superglue glue
the green iron rods on the back of the leaves. Leave
1cm at the bottom of the leave so you can stick that in
the tree trunk. (see photo 3d)

Step Four: Painting

(Photo 3c)
When you have completed your leaves and your trunk is dry
you can paint this.

1. As base color I used Track color by Humbroll.
2. Dry-brushed it with Natural Wood by Humbroll.
3. And for the final touch I gave it a wash with a
acrylic Desert Yellow by Polly S. (see photo 4)

(Photo 3d)
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Step Five: Assembly
Now you have all your components ready to build your palm tree.

1. First wrap some coconut fiber around the top of your tree trunk .
This is to imitate old grow of branches.

2. Now put your trunk in to a bench vice.
3. Take a small point tweezers and a pointy object. In my case I
used a small watch makers tool. Stick the watchmakers tool into
the top of the trunk a create a small space to insert carefully the
first branch into the trunk. Do this till you have used all of your
leaves. On this tree I used 12.
When you are ready tour tree can look like this.
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Updated Show Schedule for the 2014-2015 Modeling Season.

Currently Approved Region IV Contest Dates Through 2015
Updated 6.01.14

Start
08/06/2014
09/06/2014
09/13/2014
09/20/2014
09/27/2014
10/04/2014
10/11/2014
10/12/2014
11/02/2014
1/17/15
02/07/2015
04/10/2015
04/30/2015
05/02/2015
05/30/2015
07/22/2015
09/19/2015

End
08/09/2014
09/06/2014
09/13/2014
09/20/2014
09/27/2014
10/04/2014
10/11/2014
10/12/2014
11/02/2014
1/17/15
02/07/2015
04/11/2015
05/02/2015
05/02/2015
05/30/2015
07/25/2015
09/19/2015

Chapter
IPMS/USA 2014 National Convention
Dayton Area Plastic Modelers
NWVMM
Shenango Valley Area Scale Modelers
Kalamazoo Scale Modelers / West Michigan Scale Modelers
Erie Scale Modelers
Cincinnati Scale Modelers
Lorain County
John H Glenn / Western Reserve
Shenango Valley Area Scale Modelers Free Swap Meet
Mid-Michigan
Wright Field Scale Modelers (IPMS/USA Region IV Convention)
*AMPS International Convention
Warren
Toledo
IPMS/USA 2015 National Convention
Dayton Area Plastic Modelers
* Denotes non-IPMS event (shown for info only)
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City/Area
Hampton, VA
Dayton, OH
Shinnston, WV
Sharon, PA
Kalamazoo, MI
Erie, PA
Cincinnati, OH
Lorain, OH
Cleveland, OH
Sharon, PA
Bay City, MI
Dayton, OH
Auburn, IN
Detroit, MI
Toledo, OH
Columbus, OH
Dayton, OH
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Contest Corner
By: Bill D Plenty

July Contest Results
1. Ian Dow
Steam Shovel..................................10 points

Model of the Year Standings
Ian Dow

32 points

Jeff Edge

17 points

Tim Howell

14 points

John Kesner

13 points

Bob Blevins

10 points

Jerry Fraske

4 points

Travis Blevins

4 points

George Smith

4 points

Rick Forys

3 points

2. John Kesner
Rolls Royce.......................................6 points
3. Ian Dow
Zombie Boxer...................................4 points
4. Jeff Edge
Flying Sub.........................................3 points
5. Jeff Edge
Tiki Head...........................................2 point
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IPMS Nationals 50th Anniversary Contest Photos
By: Darla Blevins
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They may not be pretty but they certainly rang the bell again for Livonia. Congrats to Smiley, Drinky, Fuzzy,
Beardy and Mustachio.
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Mess Hall
By: Grunty the Magic Pig

Whiskey Burgers
Ingredients


2/3 cup finely chopped scallions,



1/3 cup whiskey, plus 2 tbs



1/4 dry bread crumbs



2 tbs Worcestershire sauce, plus 1 1/2 teas



2 tbs butter, melted



4 garlic cloves, minced



1/2 teas seasoning salt



1/4 teas crushed red pepper



1/4 teas freshly ground black pepper



1 lbs ground beef



1 lbs ground pork



2 cups shredded cheddar cheese



Lettuce, onion, tomato for topping



Hamburger buns



1/2 cup barbecue sauce

Preparation
In a large bowl combine 2/3 cup green onion, 1/3 cup whiskey, bread crumbs, 2 tbs Worcestershire, melted butter, 2 minced garlic cloves,
seasoning salt, red pepper flakes, and ground pepper in a bowl with the ground beef and pork. Shake into 16 1/2? thick patties.
Make the cheddar-whiskey filling: In a food processor combine the cheddar cheese, 1/3 cup green onions, 2 tbs whiskey, 1 1/2 teas
Worcestershire, and 2 minced garlic cloves. Pulse until nearly smooth.
Place 1 tbs of the cheddar filling in the center of 8 patties. Top with the remaining patties and pinch together the sides.
Preheat grill to medium heat. Place patties on grill, cover and cook for 10 minutes. Flip each patty, cover and cook an additional 5
minutes. Open grill and top each burger with the remaining cheese mixture (I just used slices), cover and continue to cook for 5 minutes
more .Spread barbecue sauce over buns, layer on a burger and desired toppings and serve.
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(Grunty says if summer is almost over we should make sure we have enough picnic recipes to make it to the fall)

Zesty Potato Salad
Ingredients


2 1/2 lbs small red bliss potatoes, quartered



3 cloves garlic, smashed



Kosher salt



6 slices bacon, chopped



2 tbs extra-virgin olive oil



1 red onion, diced



3 stalks celery, diced



1/2 cup red wine vinegar



1 1/2 cups homemade mayo



1/2 cup dijon mustard

Preparation
Place the potatoes and garlic in a large stock pot. Don’t worry about the garlic, you’ll be getting rid of it later. Fill pot
with water 2 inches above the potatoes and salt the water. Bring to a boil over high heat. Reduce heat to medium and
summer, about 10 minutes, until fork tender.
Meanwhile, heat olive oil over medium heat in a skillet. Cook bacon, stirring occasionally, until brown and crispy, about
10 minutes. Remove the skillet from heat, and stir in the onion, celery, and vinegar. Season with salt to taste.
Drain the potatoes and transfer them to a large bowl, throw away the garlic. Add the bacon mixture to the hot potatoes
and toss. Gently fold in the mayo and mustard. Refrigerate until cold and serve.
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