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Lights. Camera. Holiday!
By: Ian P. Dow
Gentleman,
Hopefully everyone had themselves a very nice Thanksgiving Holiday. Regardless of what really happened in
history I like to take these holidays as the opportunity to get together with friends and family and enjoy the
holiday season. I think that is what most of should take from the season. The Christmas holiday is soon to be
here and with it all the craziness of running around and trying to meet the expectations of what we think the
holiday is about. What the holiday is about is having a nice meal with someone, talking about old times, new
times and the future. Enjoying each other's company and realizing that as long as you do something nice for
someone else during the season then you are doing all that is necessary. I don't remember the times my
parents fought at Christmas, the turkey being dry or not getting exactly what I wanted. I remember getting
together with all those that mattered to me and having a good time and those are the holiday memories that
you keep. So go forth and make a handful of holiday memories this year. I little of Santas helper in a coffee
mug doesn't hurt either.
Now that the Hallmark moment is over I would like to relay an experience that I had recently. I was asked by
Bob Blevins to fill in for him at the Public Access Station for Farmington Hills, Northville and Novi to do a
segment called Exploring Hobbies. The link is https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eZXgeEWDk&index=24&list=PLCVNS69JO-nt8NILsrba6FH5Wu1Ljvk_p. It was basically a half hour of being asked
questions about the hobby of scale modeling, tools, competition and what not. It was a fun opportunity to get
us some exposure on public access and youtube. They were very appreciative and were concerned that I would
have enough information to talk about the hobby for a half hour straight. One thing I told them was that hobby
people can talk to you for days about what they do. I assured her that her eyes would glaze over and they
would run out of tape long before I finished talking about modeling. They were not disappointed. I was doing
my best not to sound foolish and too be as professional as possible. I would highly recommend that if given an
opportunity like this that it be explored. Its a gift that we have by being able to model and to have stuck with it
for as long as most of us have. If you have the opportunity to share your experience then you should.

I want everyone to have a Happy, Healthy, Fun, Wonderful Christmas holiday. Enjoy the little moments in life.

Ian
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1/350 Guppy Sub by AFV Club
By: Ian P. Dow

From the ModelingMadness.Com website.

Reviewed by :Johnny Seaman in Modeling Madness

The Greater Underwater Propulsion Power Program (GUPPY) was initiated by the United States Navy after World War II to
improve the submerged speed, maneuverability, and endurance of its submarines. (The "Y" in the acronym was added for
pronounceability.)
The navy began the program by testing and reverse engineering two captured German Type XXI U-boats: U-2513 and U-3008.
That analysis led to four goals—increasing the submarines' battery capacity, streamlining the boats' structures, adding snorkels,
and improving fire control systems. The navy immediately focused on designing a new class of submarines, but the Bureau of
Shipsbelieved that the vast fleet of existing Gato, Balao, and Tench class submarines could be modified to incorporate the desired
improvements. In June 1946, the Chief of Naval Operations approved the GUPPY project.
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The initial two boat test program, implemented by the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, eventually grew into several successive
conversion programs. Those upgrades proceeded in seven variants, in the following order: GUPPY I, GUPPY II, GUPPY
IA, Fleet Snorkel, GUPPY IIA, GUPPY IB, andGUPPY III. Some boats that went through an early phase were then
upgraded further in a later phase.
A similar programme for the Royal Navy involved modifications to 24 wartime and post-war British T-class and Aclass submarines, which were provided with streamlined hulls, sail-type conning towers, and increased underwater
performance during 1948-60.
The prototype GUPPYs, Odax and Pomodon (both Portsmouth-built Tench boats), appeared in 1947. Externally, they
featured improved streamlining of the bridge and shears structures, and periscope and radar mast supports. To
reduce hydrodynamic drag, one of the periscopes was deleted. No snorkel was fitted, due to difficulties in adapting the
snorkel to the fleet boat. Deck guns and their associated containers were removed. An SV radar aerial was added to the
top of the sail, creating a distinctive side bulge. All capstans, cleats, and rail stanchion supports were redesigned so they
could be retracted or removed when rigged for dive. Most notably, the sharp V-shaped "fleet boat bow" was replaced with a
distinctive rounded "Guppy bow" that improved submerged performance.

[1]

These modifications changed not only the boats' appearance, but also their terminology: After a GUPPY conversion, the
faired structure around the boat's conning tower and mast supports was called the "sail".
Internally, the boats underwent considerable rearrangement to accommodate larger battery wells and batteries of greatly
increased electrical power. The batteries were of a new design. Compared with the original Sargo battery, the Guppy
battery used a greater number of thinner plates that would generate higher current for a longer time. However, these
batteries had a shorter life, 18 months versus the five years of the Sargo battery, and took longer to charge. They also
required ventilation to remove hydrogen gas, and required cooling water to the battery terminals and termination bars. Four
126-cell batteries were installed in enlarged battery wells that replaced former storage, ammunition, and refrigeration
spaces. These four batteries could be connected in series or parallel, providing a wide range of voltages and currents, and
thus a wide range of speeds.

[2]

In the maneuvering room, two or four of the earlier high-speed motors and reduction gears were replaced by slow-speed
motors. All open-front switchboards were replaced with enclosed splash-proof cabinets. Lighting and other "hotel" electrical
loads were converted to use 120 volt 60 hertz alternating current, and ship electronics to use 120 volt 400 hertz AC. A
new air conditioning system of greatly increased capacity was also installed.
In service, these boats offered greatly improved underwater performance. Pomodon reached 17.8 knots surfaced and 18.2
knots (33.7 km/h) submerged as compared to the previous performance of 20.25 knots surfaced and 8.75 knots
(16.21 km/h) submerged, Odax slightly less.
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The Kit:
This is the AFV Club 1/350 Guppy Class Submarine. It
is a neat little kit that takes longer to paint than to build.
The bottom hull fits into the top hull perfectly. No
fiddling or filling necessary. The next step is the two
halves of the Conning Tower with the antennae array.
The fins, propellers, an anchor a rudder and a few bits
and pieces and thats about it. The hardest part is the
photoetch railings that they include with the kit. They
actually fit fairly well. The real trick is just getting
enough glue on them without putting too much on and
then getting the railing all in without popping out the
previous section. It is a little fiddily but that could just
be my big fingers and eyes going out.

Painting :
The paint scheme was fairly simple on these subs and
that was a black deck and tower and a red lower hull.
This does not leave much room to get creative. You
work with what you have. I started by painting the sub
in sections. First it was primed with Tamiya white
primer. After that the hull and deck were painted
separately from the Conning Tower. The entire sub
was painted with Valleijo Black. Not too glossy and not
too flat. Just a semi gloss or satin black. This gave a
nice base to everything. After that I used very thin
strips of Tamiya tape and added small stips to the deck
to mask off planks on the decking.
After the deck was masked off I used Valleijo Black
Grey to lighten the panels and give a slight contrast to
the deck. The top was then masked off and the bottom
was painted Valleijo Red. The colors were brought up
lightly so that it was not a bright red. When it was
about where I wanted it I used a very thinned down
Valleijo Purple to add panel lines on the red hull and to
slightly add contrast to the Black Grey.
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Weathering:
After the sub was painted top and bottom the tape was
taken off the deck to reveal a black, black-grey deck
planking. The conning tower with the antennas was glued
down to the deck, the propellers were added and then the
railings installed.
The sub was then cleared and testors dullcoat sprayed to
knock down the shine. There are only numbers included
with the kit for identification. Either 510 or 511. These
numbers were blacked out when they were on patrol in
"Grey" areas. This is how it is being represented.
The entire sub had a Sepia Oil wash applied. When dry
there was some AK-Rust staining and filtering applied to
the entire sub with attention to the panels and recesses.
A Bone White oil was used to gently add streaks to the
hull without it looking too excessive.
The sub was given a couple days to completely dry and
let the oils set. After that I used pigments to just lighten or
slightly darken areas without adding much of the pigment
because I did not want it to look dusty, but faded.

Conclusion:
Overall I really liked this kit and thought this was a really
good kit to do for a 1st time submarine. It went together
well. Has some nice little features and does not consume
a ton of time to get something decent out of it. I would
highly recommend it.
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Contest Corner
By: Bill D. Plenty

1st Place. Jerry Fraske. BF-109

2nd Place Jeffrey Edge. Star Wars Probe.

From the ModelingMadness.Com website.

Reviewed by :Johnny Seaman in Modeling Madness

3rd Place Tim Howell. Mustang
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Steve Grigg. Stuka

The Livonia Stud Pen

Stand Back Ladies these boys are taken.

8|Page

Dec.

IPMS Livonia

2014

The Bullsheet
November Contest Results
1. Jerry Fraske
BF-109.............................................10 points

Model of the Year Standings
Ian Dow

35 points

Jeff Edge

24points

Jerry Fraske

24 points

Tim Howell

18 points

Bob Blevins

16 points

John Kesner

13 points

Rick Forys

7 points

Travis Blevins

4 points

George Smith

4 points

Steve Grigg

2 points

Jim Ashford

1 point

2. Jeffrey Edge
Imperial Probe.................................6 points
3. Tim Howell
97 Mustang......................................4 points
4. Henry Krauziewicz
BF-109.............................................3 points
5. Steve Grigg
Stuka.................................................2 points
6. Jim Ashford
Mosquito............................................1 point
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B-n-B or Build Night at Bobs
By: Slavens Away

From the ModelingMadness.Com website.

Reviewed by :Johnny Seaman in Modeling Madness

It was time once again for the Bob
Blevins annual build night. Located
in the basement of the Blevins
hacienda. It was well attended by
club members who came to the
Blevins home and worked on a
model while watching war movies.
As always the Host and Hostess with
the mostess provided a tasty taco
bar with all the fixins that satisfy the
deep stomach grumbling hunger
that a hard night of model building
can produce. After dinner there
were cakes and cookies to be had to
satisfy the sweet tooth that often
accompanies tacos and models.
What more could anyone ask for.
The conversation was lively and
spirited as we all took turns poking
fun of one another. Mainly poking
fun of Jeffrey. A fun time was had by
all and the party broke up around
the witching hour. Thanks again to
Bob and Darla for having everyone
over once a year to enjoy the
camaraderie of modeling.

10 | P a g e

IPMS Livonia

Dec.
2014

The Bullsheet
Upcoming Shows

Start
1/17/15
02/07/2015
02/21/2015
04/10/2015
04/19/2018
04/30/2015
05/02/2015
05/09/2015
05/30/2015
07/22/2015
09/19/2015

End
1/17/15
02/07/2015
02/21/2015
04/11/2015
04/19/2015
05/02/2015
05/02/2015
05/09/2015
05/30/2015
07/25/2015
09/19/2015
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Chapter
Shenango Valley Area Scale Modelers Free Swap Meet
Mid-Michigan
BlizzCon
Wright Field Scale Modelers (IPMS/USA Region IV Convention)
Lorain County
*AMPS International Convention
Warren
MMCL Invitational
Toledo
IPMS/USA 2015 National Convention
Dayton Area Plastic Modelers
* Denotes non-IPMS event (shown for info only)

City/Area
Sharon, PA
Bay City, MI
Columbus, OH
Dayton, OH
Westlake, OH
Auburn, IN
Detroit, MI
Louisville, KY
Toledo, OH
Columbus, OH
Dayton, OH
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Mess Hall
By: Grunty the Magic Pig

Buffalo Chicken Dip

Ingredients
8 ounces cream cheese
1/2 cup finely chopped celery
1/2 cup hot sauce (recommended: Frank's)
1 rotisserie chicken, shredded
1 cup crumbled blue cheese
Crackers, bread or carrot sticks, for serving
Directions
Preheat the oven to 425 degrees F.
In a medium saucepan over moderate heat, melt the cream cheese until smooth, about 3 minutes. Add the celery,
hot sauce and chicken and mix well. Transfer the mixture to a 9-inch pie plate and sprinkle the crumbled blue
cheese on top. Bake until hot and bubbly, about 25 minutes. Serve with crackers, bread or carrot sticks.
What Makes This Recipe Really Sing: This has all the great flavors of Buffalo chicken wings without all the fat of the
chicken skin and oil. Want to make it lighter? Feel free to use light cream cheese.
Recipe courtesy Claire Robinson, 2010
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