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At our next meeting we will be discussing many new topics which include
some by-law changes and possible changes to our website. We will require
and need input from all our members. Please come to the December
meeting so we can discuss any issues that may impact how we do business
in the club. Remember this is your club and we only facilitate the meetings to
keep it moving forward. If you have suggestions or questions then we need
to hear from you. Let your voices be heard and show up at the meeting. We
will also be doing an in progress show and tell. Whatever you are working on
bring it out so we can all see what you are creating and how you do it.
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Club Dues
IPMS US members:
$12 Non-IPMS US members: $15
Juniors: $5
Web Site : www.ipmslivonia.org
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Greetings to all,

At the next meeting, you'll notice some new faces sitting at the head table. You'll also notice
there were no protests, no raging Facebook posts and no need to call in the Marines. That's
because we're a civil group of nerdy guys that much would rather sprue and glue, than trade
political rants. For that, I thank you all.
I would also like to thank Tim Howell and Mike Kendal for their last two years of commitment in
helping to lead our club. Congrats to both on a job well done.
After meeting with the other officers, we have a few items of interest that we'll share with you
at the December meeting. Please be sure to attend, as it will be a "work in progress" night.
Everyone is invited to bring something they're working on. It's always great to see a finished
model on the table, but very interesting to see how it got there. Exchanging building tips and
ideas regarding a certain subject can be very rewarding for all members.
I thank the membership for giving the new officers an opportunity to try our hand at guiding the
"Best Little Club in IPMS".
Merry Christmas and Happy Modeling,
Bob Blevins
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More Pontification
By Ian Dow

2015

Gentleman,

I will keep this short and sweet so you can get back to looking at the model pictures. I was sitting in
my lair recently and while attempting to figure out how best to attach two small pieces of nonsimilar materials together, it struck me that I had a lot of model kits. Now this will in no way be a
contest as to who has more or less. It did strike me that my days were in fact limited and my model
stash was not. Now I know this sounds like a silly idea because we all know we will never live as
long as our stash will but it made me come to one conclusion. Sell some and build only the best
ones.
This sounds simple but lets be honest, most of us have a dirth of kits that we will never get too. Not
because we don’t want too and not because we didn’t think at some point we really needed that kit,
but because at some point we just bought more than we were ever going to build. We can start with
the selling kits. If you are like me and if you are reading this then yes you are a lot like me, you
have bought kits because they were a good deal, someone said it was the latest and greatest, it
tickled your fancy or any number of reasons. Now you look at it and think to yourself, I am probably
not going to build this. Then becomes the next phase of what to do with it. Sell it. Make the mental
break and let it go. Try and get your money back or make a couple bucks. Maybe lose a little on
one and make it back on another. I know this may in fact sound like heresy in the modeling world
but trust me it is a liberating feeling. Not only do you get to free up shelf space but you also get a
few bucks. Now you can do with this what you want but why not put some great kits back into
circulation at a good price and keep the hobby going.
Now as the year 2016 closes I would like to wish all my friends in the hobby community a very
special holiday season. May you all get something unassembled and detailed under the tree. This
past year has been more than a little trying both personally and nationally. We have lost some of
my favorite entertainers, David Bowie, Prince, Glen Frey, Lonnie Mack, Abe Vigoda, Garry
Shandling, Florence Henderson, Mohamed Ali, Alan Rickman and many others. We have politically
debased ourselves as a nation collectively, and have allowed ourselves to trade our cow for a bag
of magic beans. Through all this however I can slip into my comfy clothes, sit in my basement, and
get lost in thought and action for hours on end with my models and be as content as any man
should be. This is the power of building models. Modeling is yoga for our hands and minds. Keep
building and keep inspiring others around you.
Ian
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Italeri 1/12 Fiat Mefistofele Build Review
By Robert Pollock from the Cyber Modeler Online
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Build Review
In 1908, Fiat introduced a chain-driven Grand Prix racing car which they dubbed the SB4. It
was used in competition and that is where Sir Ernest Eldridge from Britain saw it perform.
2015
Impressed with its capabilities and potential, he purchased the car with the intent on
transforming it into a speed record breaker.
Powering the car was a mammoth 18-litre engine. Though extremely large, Eldridge desired
more. He had it replaced with an airplane powerplant that was liquid-cooled and displaced
21.7 litre. The six-cylinder Type A-12 Bis produced an astonishing 320 horsepower at a mere
1800 RPM. The engine was extremely powerful, but it was also very heavy and long. In order
to accommodate the extra size and weight, Eldridge lengthened the SB4's chassis using parts
from a London bus. The power from the engine was sent to the rear wheels via a chain and
braking was done by a hand brake which stopped the rear wheels.
On July 12th, 1924 the modified racer, now called the Mefistofele due to its ominous smoke
and explosions produced by the engine, set the world land speed record in Arpajon, France
after achieving a top speed of 234.980 km/h (146 mph). The record would remain for 32 days.
However, it is believed that this was the last land speed record set on public roads
For the record attempt, a second seat was installed. Its occupant, mechanic John Ames,
operated a manual fuel pump.
In 1969, the Mefistofele was purchased from Sir Eldridge's heirs by Fiat's boss Giovanni
Agnelli. It was then shipped to Italy, where it was treated to a major restoration and added to
the company's historic collection. It currently resides in the Centro Storico Fiat in Turin. The
museum version of the car differed from the racing type in several respects, including a
change to the chassis, the removal of the passenger seat, and red livery as opposed to the
original black finish.
Italeri released their 1/12 version of the original 1975 Protar kit in 2014. They state, "This
model, which is unique in terms of technology and accuracy, consists of over 500 pieces to be
assembled partially with screws. The bonnet can be open to view the highly detailed engine
and it has working steering - includes decals sheet, clear sheet, box with screws, rope and
other parts."
I've included here a few images of the sprues and other parts, but not an exhaustive list. There
are about 24 sprues, coloured as to parts type, that is, red plastic for the body shell, black for
the chassis, buff for 'wood' items, and so forth.
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My comments here are not a how-to of the build. There are at least two WIP threads on
modelling sites where modellers have shown step-by-step progress and their interpretations of
the construction. Rather, these are simply observations based on my 200 hours with this kit.

2015

The kit relies on screw assembly for many of its major parts. The kit comes with a neat clear
plastic box with compartments for various screw types, springs, cable, hoses, and copper wire.
The screws are in three sizes: small, smaller than that, and absolutely miniscule. In the
accompanying photo you can see the box contents. Oddly, my own set differed from the one
shown here, in both contents colour and type. The one shown here appears to show a larger
diameter black tube that wasn't in my set, while mine included green electrical wire not shown
here. No screwdriver is supplied. I suggest using a small but chunky type with the tip filed to
accommodate the narrow screw slots. While a very small screwdriver might seem more
appropriate, you need a lot of 'purchase' to get the tiny screws through several layers of plastic.
The instructions are in an A5 booklet form, 64 steps across 24 pages, in Italian, English, French
and German, although not applied to every step, and tending towards the 'apply left and right
side' variety. The instruction style is the familiar 'exploded view.' There are errors and oddities in
the instructions. I suggest looking ahead a page or two to see exactly where something will go, to
avoid unpleasant surprises. A case in point is the engine. In Step 40, the completed engine is
shown as sliding into place within the chassis rails. In fact, because of other previously installed
items I found it impossible to fit the engine without something being damaged. However, it
worked perfectly well sliding it into place from below, and the screw fixing points lined up
perfectly; I was amazed.
About the engine: it's a work of art, consisting I think of about 200 parts. Again, there are
difficulties. For example, each plug lead (x 24) is of five parts, including tiny plastic profiles,
5mm tube sections, and electrical wire. I dutifully followed the steps to create all two dozen units
complete and ready to install. However, upon fitting the sections in place, it's necessary to both
bend and turn the wire lengths to get them in place - they plug into the engine block at one end,
with the lead nipped on to a tiny post along a brass rail at the other. In effect, the tension at one
end or the other because of the twisted electrical wire (actual copper wire in a plastic sleeve)
forces the tiny parts to part or break. I spent a couple of hours making up the units, and a day
having to repair them where they continued to pop under tension. In hindsight I should have
glued the sparkplugs in place separately as individual pieces and run the cables from those fixed
points, to reduce the tension.
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Another engine issue is the arrangements of copper pipe, brass Ts, and tube sleeves. It looks
complex on paper, but actually builds quickly. The trouble is that the units when completed
are fragile and are shown as set in place while the engine is still under construction. Don't
2015do
this. I couldn't, in hindsight, see a reason not to wait and install these after the engine was in
place. They look OK but could have been done more neatly if I'd thought about it a bit more.
The spoked wheels look great. Flat sections are overlayed in a sequence, four per set, and
screwed together. I painted them with Alclad polished brass and eased them into the rubber
tyres. The fit was perfect, and the tyres have a nice looking raised 'Dunlop' feature.
The radiator outer face has 'FIAT' painted on it. An acetate stencil is provided that's adhesive
on one side. Simply set it carefully in place and mask surrounding areas. A couple of light
passes of matte white with the airbrush on 10 psi produces a great result.
Something to note: all the gates are heavy. I used a tiny-toothed saw to separate parts, and
the larger pieces particularly need careful attention to avoid damage.
Italeri noted "working steering" as a kit feature. On CAD maybe, or if you're a modelling
genius (I'm not.). The moveable cogs in the steering unit fixed to the chassis do move, but
once painted not a lot, and the steering column seems to angle-off through the hole in the
dashboard to its fixing point on the unit, which forces the steering wheel to sit noticeably offcentre. I had to manually correct this where the shaft met the aperture. The various linkages
are nicely detailed, and rather than simply being glued in place, you apply a hot screwdriver
tip to melt the join's post tip so that the parts move freely. I will say that as I knew this wasn't
something I wanted to feature particularly, I did the work without fussing over retaining the
moveable feature (At a show, I'm unlikely to encourage random members of the public to
manhandle delicate parts just to prove they work as described.).The dashboard looks clean,
simple and effective. Again, I used Alclad lacquers to good effect.
There are a few other build/instruction issues, with some problems probably of my own
making. It may read as though I'm moaning about every step of this build, but in fact this is a
highly detailed and therefore complex model, albeit overly engineering in places. There are
great touches though: the leather straps are in fact cut from a leather patch provided and fix to
the wooden trim with finely cast fittings. The engine as mentioned is the star, so much so that
I opted to raise both engine covers, probably not entirely practical or accurate, but it gives the
standing model a dynamic look.
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The decals are few, but work well. Others may wish to overspray the bodywork with a 2016
clear
lacquer to lose the slightly raised carrier film but it's not that noticeable. I used car spray
lacquers for the main colours (Honda Radiant Red and Gloss Black), and Alclad lacquers on the
dash, engine, radiator, etc.
2015
The large exhaust pipe is an unexpected feature. The rope wrapping, stained with inks and
powders, adds real character to the model.
I wouldn't describe myself as a 'car modeller' per se, and so can recommend this to anyone with
sound modelling experience who might be looking for a challenging new project. You might
also wish to consider Italeri's recently released Fiat 806 Grand Prix, also in 1/12, and a great
looking sister kit to the legendary 'Mefistofele,'

11 | P a g e

Dec.

IPMS Livonia

2016

The Bullsheet
A Guide to Re-spoking Wire Wheels
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From the Motor Museum in Minature Website

2015
Many older model cars have spoked wheels and these have been notoriously difficult
for kit manufacturers to replicate realistically. Although modern technologies have
helped enormously if you are modelling an older kit then you’ll probably want to improve
the wheels. Through pictorial examples and thorough explanation we will show you
several methods to re-spoke wheels without costing the earth.

The 1/24th scale Talbot-Lago T26c, below, is from theHeller kit. The subject
of a detailing article with the museum site.
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Featured above right is a scratch built 1899 Renault type ‘A’.
This model has 40 spokes in each wheel. As the hubs are too
small to allow the drilling of 40 holes, only 20 were drilled and
the spokes attached at the rim, then taken through the back of
the hub, and out the front to another rim hole, alternate spokes
taken in front then in back of hub to enable overlapping.
Over the years we have replaced the plastic spokes in
wheels with wire spokes on several model cars and built wire
spoke wheels for scratchbuilt models. This article details the
methods we used in re-spokingfour quite different models.
The first subject is the 1/32nd scale Airfix kit of the 1911
Vauxhall "Prince Henry" car. This is a nice kit and has good
spoked wheels for the era of the kit, however, they are grossly
over scale and unrealistic, so it was curiosity and the search for
more realism that led to this re-spoking project.
The second model detailed is the Revell re-issued Monogram
kit of the 1945 MG TC sports car, a nice kit considering the era
that it first appeared in. It benefits greatly for having wire wheels
fitted.
The third, and most difficult project, is the 1/16th scale
Johann kit of the Mercedes 1914 Grand Prix car. The kit came
with artillery wheels that were clearly wrong, so re-spoking was
a necessity.
All these projects require patience and time but very different
techniques, so we deal with them individually.
We do not consider ourselves to have any special modelling
skills and are not engineers by trade. We just enjoy making
model cars of any era. The hardest part of re-spoking wheels is
the decision to do it! Once you start cutting out the existing
spokes you are committed (many people said we should have
been!).
1911 Vauxhall “Prince Henry” 1/32 scale Airfix conversion. by
Ian. This is the easiest conversion detailed because the kit
wheels already have moulded spokes which only need
replacing with wire spokes.
Featured above right is a scratch built 1899 Renault type ‘A’.
This model has 40 spokes in each wheel. As the hubs are too
small to allow the drilling of 40 holes, only 20 were drilled and
the spokes attached at the rim, then taken through the back of
the hub, and out the front to another rim hole, alternate spokes
taken in front then in back of hub to enable overlapping.
Over the years we have replaced the plastic spokes in
wheels with wire spokes on several model cars and built wire
spoke wheels for scratchbuilt models. This article details the
methods we used in re-spokingfour quite different models.
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Do understand that once you start this project there is no going back, so I
suggest you read through the instructions first.
To build these wheels you will need to make a simple jig. See the diagram below.
The baseboard should be 2mm. thickness Plasticard, other boards 1.5mm Plasticard.
2015
Board should not be less than 45mm. Cement boards together, checking that wheel and
hub fit each board. In principle, a similar jig and method could be use for fitting wire
spokes in two part wheels on other models.
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BUILDING THE WHEELS.
The wheels come in two halves, an inner and an outer half. Start with an inner half
and cut through and remove the spokes at the rim and at the hub. Discard the spokes
but retain the hub. Remove the engraved spokes on the hub with a flat file and finish
off with a triangular file to make a groove round the hub for the new spokes to lay in
(see diagram).
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Hold the wheel half, well side up, between the first finger and thumb, thumb
uppermost, at the point where the hole is to be drilled. (See diagram on right). Approach
the wheel with the drill from underneath the rim on the opposite side to the hole to be
drilled. This way you can support the rim and the drill chuck with your second finger.
Take particular care when drilling through by the wheel rim locating holes and pegs on
the mating sides of the wheel halves.
Clean up, but leave a small stub of each spoke at the rim. Make a ‘pilot’ hole, with a
pointed tool in each stub and then drill through the 24 spoke stubs into the wheel tyre
well. This is the most tedious and difficult operation.
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Take an outer wheel half, cut through the spokes at the rim and discard the spokes
and wheel centre complete, again leaving a small stub on each spoke at the rim. Clean
up and drill through the 12 stubs as for the inner half.
Holding the two halves together make with a pencil or marker an alignment mark on
both rims by the locating hole and peg. This mark is important as a starting point for
threading the spokes.
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Make four hub extension tubes from 1/8 in. (3.2mm) diameter plastic tube 3.5 mm
long. These must fit into the original kit hub and may need trimming before securing to
the wheel when it comes to assembly. Do not secure at this stage.
Prepare your spokes from 5 amp. fuse wire. Cut twelve 35mm. lengths for the inner
half and 12 lengths for the outer half. Roll each length on a flat surface with a steel rule2015
or the like to remove bends and curves.
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Lay the inner wheel half into the jig and position, but DO NOT cement, the hub
extension tube over the jig centre post. With the alignment marks in the 12 o’clock
position the spoke immediately to the right of the mark is spoke no.1, proceeding round
clockwise to No.24. From the outside of the rim thread the first length of wire through
this hole, then from inside the rim draw it to the right (clockwise) of and around the hub,2015
making sure it lays into the filed groove, and then out through hole No.14, but DO NOT
secure.
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Draw the spoke wire through to leave a short tail end on the outside of hole No.1 and
a long tail end at hole No.14. This arrangement will straighten the spoke and prove
useful for identification when it comes to securing the spokes.
Count the holes round very carefully as any mistake at this point means taking it all
apart and starting again. DO NOT secure any spokes until all are in place. Repeat this
process at hole No.5 and draw through to hole No. 18. Repeat for holes Nos.9 – 22, 13
–2, 17 – 6, 21 – 10, 3 – 16, 7 – 20, 11 – 24, 15 – 4, 19 – 8 and 23 – 12. Note that each
spoke should enter at an odd number hole leaving a short tail and exit at an even
number hole leaving a long tail.
Now secure with superglue all the spokes at the short ends only, placing glue only in
the tyre well and not inside the rim. When secure draw the spokes tight by pulling on the
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long tails and securing in the tyre well. When set and secure trim off the tails and clean
up.
Turn the completed inner half of the wheel over in the jig and align, by the marks, the
outer wheel half with the inner half and check that the rims meet flush together. Adjust
the length of the hub extension tube if necessary. Secure the two halves with plastic 2015
cement.
Starting at hole No.1, i.e. the hole immediately to the right of the mark, thread a
spoke wire and take to hole No.8, then 3 – 10, 5 – 12, 7 – 2, 9 – 4 and 11 – 6. Again
use the short and long tail method. These spoke wires have to wrap clockwise around
the centre post of the jig resting on the end of the hub extension where it forms a
shoulder with the centre post. Secure the spoke short tails, then when set, secure the
long tails as previously. Ensure that the centre post remains vertical and that all spokes
are tightened evenly.
Sorry the Photo's aren't brilliant but we're sure you get the
idea.
Very carefully remove the jig centre post with the wheel still in the jig. Secure the
spokes on the end of the hub extension with a sparing amount of super glue and
introduce liquid cement between the hub and the hub extension tube. When fitted, the
‘knock off’ hub nut will hide the spokes secured on the end of the extension tube. Trim
the spoke ends and run a triangular file round the tyre well to clean up.
You will probably be surprised at the strength and rigidity of the finished wheel, but do
take care when fitting the tyre. Fit the wheel to the axle and secure the ‘knock-off’ nut.
Here is a short video that outlines the above technique. It is on a larger scale car, but
the principal is still the same.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dXmrvS8rHbA.
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IPMS Livonia 2017 Calendar
Jan 10th - Model of Month contest
Feb 14th- "Weathering Night"... Pigments, Oil Weathering,
Modulation, etc.
Feb 11th- Livonia Christmas Party at Ian Dows house.
Mar 14th- M.O.M. and Sprue Stretching Demo
Apr 11th- "Glue Night"...Liquid, C/A, Clear Parts, Gluing resin and
P.E.
May 9th- M.O.M.
June 13th- "Sci-Fi" Theme Contest (details to follow)
July 11th- M.O.M. and P.E. Tools and Tips
Aug 8th- "Ground Work Night"...Water Effects, Trees and Plants,
etc.
Sept 12th- M.O.M.
Oct 10th- "Putty Night" (round table discussion)- Bring Your
Putty and Tools
Nov 14th- M.O.M. and "Unusual Tool Night" (details to follow)
Dec 12th- "Rigging for Bi-Planes"
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Contest Corner
Model of the Year Standings 2016

2015

Ian Dow

34points

Alex Mierzejewski

32 points

Greg Henderson

30 points

Albert Divetta

20 points

Jerry Fraske

17 points

Mike Kendel

8 points

Rick Forys

6 points

John Kesner

6 points

Chris Nichols

2 points

Steve Freeman

1 point

Tim Howell

1 point

Jim Ashford

1 point
Juniors

Thomas Rye

26 points

Robert Helms

24 points

Congratulations to Thomas Rye for pulling off the come from behind win. Robert will be
gunning for your title next year so start building.
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Mess Hall
By Grunty the Magic Pig

2015
CHICKEN CORDON BLEU BITES

PRINT
Author: Terri
Recipe type: Appetizer
INGREDIENTS
2 Boneless chicken breasts
1 cup flour
2 tsp Slap Your Mama® seasoning
1 tsp garlic salt
1 cup unsweetened almond milk
1 cup Panko® bread crumbs, might need more
½ - ¾ cup vegetable oil
4 slices cooked ham, cut into approximately 1 inch squares
4 slices Swiss cheese, cut into approximately 1 inch squares
Dipping sauce, optional
⅔ cup Just Mayo®
1 Tbs mustard
INSTRUCTIONS
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Directions:
Heat oil over low/medium heat.
Add flour, seasoning, garlic salt to a quart size baggie.

2015

Cut chicken breasts into bite size pieces.
Dip each chicken piece into milk to coat, then add to flour mixture.
Shake chicken until well coated.
Remove each piece and dip in milk again.
Add to Panko® bread crumbs.
Gently shake chicken pieces to coat.
Add coated chicken bites to hot oil.
Cook approximately 7-9 minutes on each side, or until cooked completely and
temperature reaches 170°.
Drain oil from pan. Arrange chicken bites back in pan.
Add a slice of Swiss cheese, then two pieces of ham, then top with another slice of
cheese, to each chicken bite.
Cover and let cheese melt.
You might need to place in microwave, on a microwave safe plate, for 35-40 seconds
to melt cheese.
In a small mixing bowl, mix together mayonnaise and mustard.
Enjoy!
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