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Did Somebody Say Christmas Party?
By: Ian P. Dow
What What?
Is it really that time again for the annual IPMS Livonia, Biggest Little Christmas Party of the Year already? Well if
it is then that means its February. The snow has been flying and the glue has been drying. Time to leave the
cave and come celebrate all that is right and good in our model club. Now for those who may not have been to
our little Christmas party before or those who have been gone for awhile and would like to come again, here is
the run down on the fun and festivities that take place.
The event is held at the Ex-Presidential compound of Senior El Maximus Presidente Long Windedness the 1st.
Otherwise known as Ians house. It will be on February 21 at 33453 Bobrich in the Frankavilla Sub Division on the
North West corner of Six mile and Farmington road. It begins at 4pm and ends whenever you would like to go
home. The club provides pop and pizza. I will make my famous "Smooth Move" Nacho Dip and will have some
suds for the adults who wish an adult pop. In the past most folks bring a dish to pass and that usually works out
to provide a nice variety of appetizers and desserts to pass among ourselves. The wives and families are more
than welcome to come and we will provide a side sitting area for them to get away from the model talk for a
few minutes at a time if they start feeling nauseas.
The yearly contest will take place where all the models that have been built over the last year are brought out
and then displayed so that the model of the year can be picked. No higher honor can be achieved by man while
still breathing than the yearly IPMS Livonia loving cup award. Such an honor. Next we will have the Egg Plane
contest. This is a first year for this and is a side contest where the best egg plane is picked among the entrants.
The only rule with this contest was that there were no rules. After all the contests have been done and the
faces have been filled it is time for the annual raffle.
This is what the whole show is about. This is where we clean out the closet of all the models we know we are
never going to build and bring them to the raffle. Not just the crap either, but some of the good ones that you
know will never see the light of day and raffle them off for the good of the club. The more models you bring the
more raffle tickets you can buy, to win more models. It is a win- win for everyone. We will also be looking for
started models and shelf queens that have a good start but are just sitting. These will be auctioned off to see if
anyone wants to finish them. After that we trade amongst ourselves to see what we can come up with.
Let me know if there are any questions about the party and I will do my best to answer them.
Stay safe and build like there are a bunch of shows coming up.
Ian
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Meng - 1/35 M2A3 Bradley w/Busk III
Reviewed by Bill Schmidt of the Northeast Military Modelers Associates AMPS

From the ModelingMadness.Com website.

Reviewed by :Johnny Seaman in Modeling Madness
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The "First Look" Review can be seen
at: http://www.ampsarmor.org/ampssite/Reviews/showReview.aspx
?ID=3260&Type=FL
The Build
Step 1.
First up is the assembly of the drive, idler, and
road wheels. These have poly caps for easy
installation. The detail on the road wheels with
their concave rims is quite good.
Steps 2-5
The torsion bar arms are assembled along
with their shock absorbers. The absorbers have
nice metal sleeves that will allow the arms to
articulate.
The front lower glacis plate is added as
well as the drive and idler hubs . The return
rollers are also added here. The instructions
would have the modeler add all the wheels to
the model. I always leave these off till after
finishing for proper painting of the under side of
the model.
Steps 6-9
The green molded interior parts are added
here. The fit and location points are good and
easy to follow. Floor boards, interior walls, driver
compartment equipment, and some engine
compartment parts are added as well. I painted
the interior (not shown in these shots) with
Tamiya XF-71 toned down with some white so I
could apply the appropriate decals at this time.
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Interior Parts
Steps 10-11
The seats were assembled here. The shot
below shows subassemblies of engine
components as well. Detail is again excellent.
Steps 12-17
The very nicely detailed engine, air intake
unit, and transmission are assembled in these
steps. They were painted and installed. The
driver compartment wall, steering and controls
were also installed here. Many decals for the
driver's compartment were added at this time.
Steps 18-20
The pre-painted seats and fire extinguisher
system are installed. The turret basket bulk
head is assembled and glued in place. The
modeler has the choice to have the door
section open or closed. I choose "open" to
display the detail of the lower turret.
The rear door frame is also installed. The
insulated duct around the bottom of the turret
bulkhead was also installed. I painted these
parts before gluing them in place. It made life
much easier. Decals were also applied before
final installation.
Steps 21-23
Here detail panels and periscopes were
added to the interior of the upper hull. The fire
extinguishers, computer monitors, flexible seat
belts, and other small parts were also
attached. The parts appear painted in these
shots, again for ease of assembly and the fact
that they would not be accessible after the
upper and lower hulls were joined.
Steps 24 - 27
In step 24 the two hull halves are joined. The
fit is spot on, no filler needed here. Some
transmission linkage was added before the
hulls were joined. Pioneering tools were added
to armor panels as were spare tracks and
lifting lugs. Armor panels were added as was
the PE radiator cover. The fire extinguishing
system handle cover was also added. There is
no extinguisher handle provided!! This is a
prominent feature, yet is missing. One will be
made from stock.
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Steps 28 - 30
In step 28 the driver's hatch and
driver's vision enhancer are assembled. The
anti-skid coating is nicely done on all the
upper surface parts.
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Steps 31-35
The Painting Template

Here the exhaust, turret rails, top hull rear hatch,
and rear door rails are added to the model.
In steps 34 and 35 the rear ramp and access door
are assembled and added to the vehicle. Detail is
again excellent.

Steps 36-39
In 36 the front and rear mud guards are added. Fit
again is excellent. Steps 37-39 deal with the
construction of the two air conditioning units and rear
taillight units. The PE screens make these pop. They
are very delicate so care must be taken when hand

In step 35 the tracks are assembled. The
instructions call for 80 links per side. These have very
nice detail. Trimming is a bit fiddly but the tracks
snapped together easily and stayed together! The
instructions would have the modeler attach the road
wheels and tracks. I left mine off to be painted and
added later
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Steps 40-41
Here the left and right side skirts and armor modules
are assembled. There are "Pinch point" decals that need
to be applied to each section of add-on armor, for a total
of 28. The decals were added after painting. They are
very delicate so care must be taken in their application.
They went down quite well with a little softening solution.
Detail on these is excellent.

In step 43 the assembled glacis and side
modules were attached to the vehicle. I checked to
see that the road wheels would fit under the skirts.
They will but presented a problem I will discuss
later.

Steps 44-47
In steps 44 & 45 the detail parts and the gun
breech were added to the lower half of the turret
shell.

Steps 42 & 43
In step 42 the front glacis armor module and
headlight assemblies were put together

The detail parts are nicely rendered. The machine
gun is added as well the Ammo feed belt is flexible
allowing the breech to move with it. The turret
basket is also assembled and added to the lower
turret shell. There is a forming tool part P12 used to
shape the basket screens. This worked out very
nicely. Detail parts were added to the interior of the
upper turret half. I painted and detailed these
because after the upper and lower are glued
together painting would be impossible.
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The additional armor module was assembled and added
to the turret. Other modules were added to the turret here.

Steps 48-52
The two halves were glued together and the
lower turret basket added to the assembly.
Armor plates and the smoke grenade
launchers were assembled and added to the
exterior of the turret. The commander's and
gunner's hatches were assembled an installed.
Fit and detail is very nice.
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The commander's Independent Thermal Viewer Is
constructed. I left mine off for painting and ease of
working on the turret.

Steps 53-59
The gunner's integrated sight unit (ISU) and the
Blue Force Tracked (BFT) were assembled. Again these
are nicely detailed and the PE screens are a nice touch.
The commander's protection shield is also installed here. I
left the glass out of both till after painting.
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The rear turret basket and antennas were assembled
and glued to the back of the turret. Ammo basket
options are given as well as extra ammo boxes.
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The TOW anti-tank launcher is next for
assembly. Two tow missiles are also included. The
launcher can be built in either the launch position
or the rest position.

Finishing
On pages 32 and 33 of the instruction manual the
color callouts are given for Vellejo paints. I used
Tamiya acrylics. For the main interior color I
used Tamiya XF-71 with a little Tamiya XF- 2 White.
The exterior parts were primed with Vellejo Desert Tan
73.613. The finish coat wasTamiya XF- 55 Deck Tan
with some Tamiya XF-10 brown added. Tracks
received a coat ofTamiya XF-52 Flat Earth. I used the
metal template provided to paint the rubber pads with
Mig 033 Rubber & Tires. The inside of the tracks there
the road wheels rub were sprayed with the same
color. The road wheels were sprayed with the
same Mig 033 Rubber & Tires. The wheel template
provided was used to paint the wheel centers. The
painting template made quick work of tracks and
wheels. The exterior got a wash of The Filter P401
Ochre for Grey Sand. Decals for three vehicles are
provided. I choose a vehicle of the 1st Battalion, 68th
Armored Regiment, 4th Infantry Division, U.S. Army in
Kuwait 2003.
The Finished Product

Steps 60 & 61
Here the range finders and tow are added to the
turret. The barrel is also installed. The turret is then
placed into the chassis. The long antennas are
made from guitar wire.
When I went to press the road wheels on to
the axles 4 of the pin ends of the arms broke off.
The arm is actually two thin pieces glued together.
The end joint is obviously weak. I fixed this by
gluing a piece of plastic to the back of the arm.
This worked out well. From left to right the first,
third and fifth show the fix. The tracks went on with
no problems.
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Pros
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This model was truly fun to
build. Everything fit great and
the instructions were spot on.
The detail of the anti-skid
surface, PE, decals was a big
plus.
The tracks went together very
easily and the detail is
excellent.
The interior detail is excellent.
Too bad most will be covered
by hatches.
The flexible seat belts for the
team.
Cons
The weak torsion bar ends, as
noted above
The lack of the handle for the
emergency fire system

Final Thoughts
I have not had so much
enjoyment building a model in
a long time! This was a build
that I wished would not end.
Meng did a great job on this
modern Infantry Fighting
Vehicle. The Busk III armor
was first class all the way. The
molding is first rate.
Engineering of the assembly
made this a breeze to build.
Highly Recommended
Many thanks you
to Squadron for the review
sample.
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Marcus Jellyman's Scratch Building Part 1

Over the last few months i have received a few
messages regarding the scratch built area's on my
models and how i go about building them. So this will
be the first of a mini series of how i add extra detail to
my builds, starting off with planning the build, cutting
out and building replacement panels. Week two will be
spent adding the details and painting them, and in
week three i will move on to cockpits.
After about twenty years out of the hobby. and like
many of us, i made the return around five years ago. I
hadn't picked up an airbrush and had never heard of
weathering! But as i read about, and picked up new
skills and techniques, my builds began to improve.
For a few years all of my models were built out of the
box, i then found the world of resin. To start with i
would only use resin seats and the occasional cockpit,
as the thought of chopping up a perfectly good kit
scarred the life out of me! As my confidence grew, and
with a few old 'cheap' kit in the stash it was time to try
out some plastic surgery. The kit was Italeri's 1:48
Tornado IDS, and i had purchased Paragon's flap &
slat set for it. The set required a fair bit of surgery and
filler (all my own fault!) to get them looking good, but
once the model was complete i was hooked and had to
have this level of detail on all my builds.
At the time i was already a member of a couple of well
known modelling forum but would rarely show my
builds, conscious that they were not up to standard.
Then last year i joined Promodeller and entered my first
group build with my A-6 Intruder and S-3 Viking. These
two builds would begin my love of scratch building, the
A-6 had a small avionics bay that would be added but it
was the S-3 that really got me started.
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1:- Open & Closed Tweezers - Vital for all
holding those fine details to be added later
2:- Riveting Tool - This example is from the
excellent RB Productions range.
3:- Pin Vice - Used for many jobs from opening
up panels to the final wiring/cabling details.
4:- Curved Scissors - My favorite and most
used tool, these give you so much more
control when trimming plasticard than using a
hobby knife.
5:- File Set - Handy for getting nice square
corners in the panel openings
6:- Scalpels - Have a few to hand with various
shaped blades.
7:- Olfa-p Cutter & Razor Saw - Main job for
the Olfa-p cutter is to re scribe any lost panel
lines but can also be used along side the razor
saw in removing plastic (see later).
8:- Scribing Templates - Can't have too many
of these.
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I am by no means an expert at scratching but i
hope some of you will find these run throughs of
some interest and give you the impetus to have a
go yourselves.
Ok, before starting any project i will spend plenty
of time looking for reference material. Whether it
be in books, or on the internet i will probably spend
more time gathering images and info than building
the thing!. Websites like www.primeportal.net have
a vast library of images from aircraft through to
Armour, and also have many images with panels
open exposing internal parts. I normally will then
make a new folder on the PC for each new build,
this will contain any info i come across whilst
trawling the net. There is nothing worse than
finding a good piece of info, before moving onto
something else, only to spend hours trying to find it
again further down the line!.
Below are the main tools & materials i use. Most of
these will be common in all your collections. I for
one am a bit of a tool junkie, and spend far too
much time and money searching for new bits and
pieces for my collection, when i should be building!
Next up are the materials i use in building the
replacement panels. As we all know, our hobby is
becoming more and more expensive and with
most kits alone being around the £50 mark, and
with a couple of resin additions can push the cost
up considerably. Most of the bits and pieces i use
below are relatively inexpensive and will last you
many years of building. Companies like Evergreen
and Slaters produce a vast array of plasticard and
strip that will cover all your building needs. These
are only a couple of pounds per packet and again
will last you years of building. Over here in the UK
we have seen lots of large craft stores opening
recently, and these are a mecca for small detailing
parts.
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1:- Detailing Wire - The three spools at the rear
are necklace beading wire, the good thing with
these is they come in a range of colours. The
others are bell wire and motor winding wire.
2:- Micro Masking Tape - For adding cable
bindings and pipe work couplings.
3:- Glues - The usual Tamiya thick/thin glues for
the plasticard work, and Cyno with accelerator for
the detailed work.
4:- Lead Wire - Again for fine detailing but far more
easier to work.
5:- Ribbon Cable - Salvaged out of an old PC, i
mainly use this for cabling cockpits.
6:- Dymo Tape - Used as a guide when cutting
and scribing panel lines.
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Chain Drilling with a Pin Vice.

There are a couple of ways to remove the unwanted
plastic, if you have a steady hand you can use the Olfap cutter with a guide. Try to make the cuts a couple of
millimeters in from the edges of the panel, the rest will
be removed with a file. If your not too confident with the
cutter, use a pin vice to chain drill around the inside of
the panel. Once you are nearly through use a razor saw
to finish the job. It may look a bit rough at the moment
but don't worry, a quick pass with a file will have it
looking nice and neat.

Almost through with the cutter.

The Olfa-p cutter method.

Final cutting with the Razor Saw.
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Now some plastic has been removed we can
get a file into the gap to tidy up the edges. If
your careful you can always use a scalpel, just
take it easy though!

The strip on it's edge

This is the point to start adding some detail,
first up is the framing around the bay opening.
For this i use thin plastic strip. There are two
ways of tackling this stage, the first is a little
more tricky but the results are far better.
Because of the thickness of the models
plastic, scaled up it would mean the aircraft's
skin being around 6 inch's thick!. Measure the
dimensions of the opening and cut strips to
length. Then apply some Tamiya extra thin
cement to the model. Now place the plastic
strip into the recess up on it's edge (as below).
The Tamiya cement will help as it takes to the
thin plastic strip quite fast, allowing you time to
get in in place.

The other, and easier method is to just lay a wider
piece of strip on the inside of the fuse. This
however will show up the thick plastic as shown
below.
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These pieces were then cemented together to form
a small open box. I also added various shapes and
sizes of plastic strip to simulate the strengthening
ribs.

Once the cement has cured, measure out where
the fastening holes need to be, and using a pin vice
carefully drill them out.

The completed section can now be offered up to the
model to see if the fit is good.

Now to build the internal structure. The following
shots are from my current Tomcat build. For this
particular build i needed to follow the contour of the
aircraft's spine. For this i used Blu-Tac 'pushed' into
the area, this was then transferred onto some 15
thou plasticard and cut to size.
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Contest Corner
By: Luken Around

1st. Ian Dow 1/6 MG-42

2nd

From the ModelingMadness.Com website.

Reviewed by :Johnny Seaman in Modeling Madness

3rd place

4th

Upcoming Shows
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5th Jim Ashford Bearcat

6th Tim Howell Motorcraft Mustang

Model of the Year Standings

January Contest Results
1. Ian Dow

Ian Dow

MG-42.............................................10 points

10 points

John Kesner

6 points

Travis Blevins

4 points

Alex Mierzejewski

3 points

Jim Ashford

2 points

Tim Howell

1 point

2. John Kesner
Sd.Kfz 10/5 Flak 38.........................6 points
3. Travis Blevins
Lamborghini ....................................4 points
4. Alex Mierzejewski
BF-109.............................................3 points
5. Jim Ashford
Bearcat..............................................2 points
6. Tim Howell
Mustang............................................1 point
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Start
1/17/15
02/07/2015
02/21/2015
04/10/2015
04/19/2018
04/30/2015
05/02/2015
05/09/2015
05/30/2015
07/22/2015
09/19/2015

End
1/17/15
02/07/2015
02/21/2015
04/11/2015
04/19/2015
05/02/2015
05/02/2015
05/09/2015
05/30/2015
07/25/2015
09/19/2015

Chapter
Shenango Valley Area Scale Modelers Free Swap Meet
Mid-Michigan
BlizzCon
Wright Field Scale Modelers (IPMS/USA Region IV Convention)
Lorain County
*AMPS International Convention
Warren
MMCL Invitational
Toledo
IPMS/USA 2015 National Convention
Dayton Area Plastic Modelers
* Denotes non-IPMS event (shown for info only)
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City/Area
Sharon, PA
Bay City, MI
Columbus, OH
Dayton, OH
Westlake, OH
Auburn, IN
Detroit, MI
Louisville, KY
Toledo, OH
Columbus, OH
Dayton, OH
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Mess Hall. So nice we gonna do it twice. Two Recipes this month.
By: Grunty the Magic Pig

Lasagna Rollups
Ingredients
 20 whole Lasagna Noodles

Sauce:
 2 Tablespoons Olive Oil
 1 whole Medium Onion, Diced
 3 cloves Garlic, Minced
 1-1/2 pound Ground Beef
 1/2 pound Italian Sausage

















28 ounces, weight Canned Diced Tomatoes
8 ounces, weight Tomato Paste
1 teaspoon Salt
1 teaspoon Black Pepper
3 Tablespoons Minced Fresh Parsley
3 Tablespoons Minced Fresh Basil
Filling
30 ounces, weight Ricotta Cheese
2 whole Eggs
3/4 cups Grated Parmesan Cheese
1/2 teaspoon Salt
1/2 teaspoon Pepper
1 Tablespoon Parsley, Minced
1 Tablespoon Basil, Minced
1 pound Mozzarella, Grated

Preparation Instructions
Boil lasagna noodles until al dente. Drain and lay flat on a sheet of foil.
In a large pot, heat olive oil over medium-high heat. Add onions and garlic and cook for a couple of minutes. Add
the ground beef and sausage and stir it around, cooking it until totally browned. Drain excess fat, then add diced
tomatoes, tomato paste, salt, pepper, parsley, and basil. Reduce the heat and simmer for 30 minutes.
Make the filling by combining ricotta, eggs, Parmesan, salt, pepper, parsley, and basil. Stir to combine.
To assemble, spoon a little sauce into the bottom of a 9 x 13 inch pan OR smaller disposable foil loaf pans. Spread
2-3 tablespoons ricotta filling on each noodle, then roll them up. Lay them sideways in the pans (4 will fit in the loaf
pans, or you can fill a 9 x 13 inch pan with the rollups.) Top with remaining sauce, plenty of grated mozzarella, and
grated Parmesan.
If baking immediately, bake at 375 for 20 minutes or until hot and bubbly.
If baking from a frozen state, bake, covered in foil, at 350 for 30 minutes, then remove the foil and continue baking
for 15 minutes, or until lasagna is done.
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It is New Year's Eve, so in order to assist those aviators and airport bums who enjoy entertaining at
home, I present the secret recipe for the concoction known to RCAF personnel as "Moose Milk".
Originally made with milk obtained from a lactating Alces alces, the practice was eventually
curtailed.
Too many pilots and flight crew members began attending morning "sick parades" due to a variety
of "non-combat related" injuries, leaving no one to "slip the surly bonds".
RCAF MOOSE MILK

Ingredients:
12 Egg yolks
40 Oz Canadian Whiskey
40 Oz Rum
5 Oz Kahlua
10 Oz Maple Syrup
40 Oz Milk (homogenized – don’t use skim!)
40 Oz Heavy Whipping Cream (not canned)
1 Cup Sugar
Method:
Beat yolks until fluffy and well mixed.
Add sugar and beat mixture until thick.
Stir in milk and liquor
Chill at least 3 hours. Best if can sit overnight.
Then: Whip cream until good and thick (canned whip cream will go flat, so avoid canned cream)
Fold in whipped cream (it will appear as if it has totally thinned out, but don’t worry, that is normal)
Chill for another hour.
Sprinkle the top with nutmeg and cinnamon.]
Should be kept chilled because of the raw eggs.
This should not be a problem as Moose Milk disappears quite quickly.
Should serve a crowd of fifty....
Or ten pilots.
ORIGINALLY POSTED TO OTTERAY SCRIBE ON TUE DEC 31, 2013 AT 04:16 PM PST.
ALSO REPUBLISHED BY KOSSACK AIR FORCE AND AVIATION & PILOTS.
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