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IPMS Livonia is a non-

profit educational 

organization created 

to promote and share 

the art of plastic 

modeling. The group 

meets at 8:00 p.m. 

every 2 nd Tuesday of 

the Month.        

 Meeting Place:  The Pierson 

Center,  Suite 5,  32625 West 

Seven Mile Rd.,  Livonia, 

Michigan.     

Club Officers: 

 Ian Dow     (734) 762-7704  

idow@mi.rr.com              

iandow@dlwater.com 

 Rick Forys         (734) 254-

9063  rf@r-jweb.coM 

 Steve Freeman (248) 682-

5874  

stevebfreeman@comcast.net 

 Tim Howell    (517) 861-7775   

howelltm@hotmail.com      

 Bull Sheet Staff:   

Editor in Chief  Rick Forys  

Associate Editor  Jeff Edge  

Circulation & Complaints    

 Ed Findysz   

Club Dues  

IPMS US members:  

 $12 Non-IPMS US members:  

$15 Juniors:    $5   

Web Site :  

www.ipmslivonia.org 

 

THE BIGGEST LITTLE MODEL CLUB IN IPMS CLUB INFORMATION 

Out with the Old in with the New 
by: Ian P. Dow 

 

 

So as the eggnog carafe is gently replaced in the china cupboard and the tree 

lovingly untrimmed, it is time again to pack the 2013 Holiday season up and shove 

it up the chimney. As I sit looking out my back window and marvel at how it can 

continue to snow for 11 straight hours I have time to pause and reflect on the past 

year with the IPMS Livonia club. 

I like to say that we are "The Biggest Little Club" in IPMS and although there are 

probably some clubs with similar numbers I do know that we are one of the 

smallest in the Region and also within the country. This may be significant to some 

but I think it works to our advantage. I think that our small size allows us to feed 

off each others ideas and enthusiasm in a very positive way. A couple examples 

are the awards that we have received this past year. We can start with the 

returning youth Champion Travis Blevins. He has taken the best youth award for 

the last three years at the IPMS National convention. This is no small feat and is 

something that I think is a remarkable accomplishment by any standard. 

The next big achievement that should be recognized and one that many clubs and 

builders chase is the coveted AMPS Masters title. I know that John Kesner will give 

you every reason why it was not a big deal to win and that the piece he won with 

is just out of the box and no big deal, but all that is simply not true. It is an armor  
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modelers dream to become a Master. It means that you are now recognized as one of the best 

builders in this field. Regardless if you stay there or not it is a shining moment. A well deserved award 

to a Master modeler.  

There was the Cleveland show that had in attendance some of the top armor builders in this area and 

Canada and Livonia again stood out as the top competitors with Rick Forys, John Kesner and Jim Hayes 

taking some of the top awards. In Ajax Toronto, Steve Freeman scored a gold with one of his 1/72 

pieces.  The awards pile up at each and every show that our club attends. If we do not have at least 

one person in the winners circle at a show then I usually blame the judging.  It is not about winning 

awards, its about advancing the craft of modeling and the pieces that we display to show the 

modeling community that we have a skill set unmatched by most clubs. The more we build and help 

each other out the better our models become.  

 I also would like to thank Rick for running a fine website and getting the website of year award for 

Region 4. Also a big pat on the back goes to Bob Blevins for all the tireless work and dedication he puts 

forth towards the kids club and with promoting the club. Bob is always looking at ways to help get our 

name out or to bring people into our club. With the help of Mike Kendal, Larry Swanson, Jim Ashford, 

Steve Grigg, and Henry Krauziewicz ,they have made the Kids Club a true success story. Keep up the 

good work and continue to motivate the young modelers. Finally a big round of applause to the club 

members such as Jeffrey, Chris, Jerry, Mike, George, Kevin and Tim who often have tips, tricks, 

websites or information that is invaluable to modeling or modeling projects. Each member brings 

things that are useful to the club. 

These are the things that I have thought about while sitting looking out my window today. I know this 

is a little longer than usual but I also think that every now and again we should remember why 

belonging to a club is important to the hobby and to our modeling skills.  

 

Peace, Love and Best Wishes for 2014 

Ian   
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Having been in the club for a number of years now we have had some very interesting guests and some 

timeless stories and artifacts pass through a meeting. I will say that if you missed the last meeting you 

missed one of the most memorable ones I remember having. The theme of the meeting was to bring out 

the oldest model related subject you had. A kit, a built model, a set of instructions, magazine, whatever 

you had that was old and model related. As usual the club turned out with some very good material.  

Now when Rick and I thought this theme up, I knew I had something that would probably fit in very well. 

My father Richard Dow has two wooden models that I have looked at since I was a boy. A B-24 Liberator, 

and a B-29 Superfortress. Both were models he made as a boy and has had since the early 50's. These 

were some of the models that sparked my interest when I was very young in model building. It was neat 

to bring Pops in and have him describe what it was like modeling back when you had to carve your 

models from wood. No aftermarket or resin parts. Wood, paint, a few plastic pieces and some decals. I 

think he worked on these by lamplight because that must have been before electricity. Interesting to look 

back and see where the hobby started and where it has gone. 

Not to be outdone by a couple of old wooden models, Rick brought in a treasure trove of old instruction 

sheets and vintage boxes. It was really cool looking at all the old models that so many of us have built 

over the years. Talk about taking you back to your childhood. And speaking of childhood, George brought 

in a plethora of vintage cars that he had built when he was younger. It is a rarity to see so many old 

models only because most of us got rid of, burned or blew up the ones we had when we were young.  

 

 

                    

 

 
 

TRIPPIN DOWN MEMORY LANE 
By: Ian P. Dow 
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1. The Modeling News http://www.themodellingnews.com/  This website has a lot of really good 
reviews, upcoming releases and good photos. I find that I have been going to this on a regular 
basis because of the current content and in depth reviews. 

2. Cool Mini or Not http://www.coolminiornot.com/ This website is dedicated more to the fantasy 
figure painter, but I have found some of the work just incredible. Might not be your cup of tea, 
but some of the painting techniques can be used on any model subject. 

3. Ship Models Info. http://www.shipmodels.info/mws_forum/index.php. This is a good website 
for shipbuilding along with tips for water effects which can be used for armor or air models. It 
also has tips on using small photoetch. Good for the 1/72 builders.  

Facebook Pages worth Joining 

1. Pinnacle Scale Modeling 

2. Mobil Model Zone 

3. Peel Scale Modelers 

 

They look bad, they show no skill, the paint is dumb, the decals didnt turn out, lets just stick a firecracker 

in it and be done. We may have learned from our mistakes, but most of us do not have the evidence. 

Not that we need to keep them all but its nice to see some of the old work just to see how far we have 

come. I also thought it was interesting how people like John built models in the Navy while being on a 

boat. Good way to pass the time but it just does not seem like an easy task to accomplish. Let alone to 

keep the model. 

Bob brought in enough vintage model material from books, catalogues, supplies, box art and instructions 

to open a small museum. Its that type of material that made the evening so interesting. The stories were 

all different and all similar. The joy of Christmas morning and the hopes that Santa left some plastic. 

Going to the local hobby shop with a few bucks and finding something you could afford.  Building a kit in 

a day and the inevitable crash and burn when it didnt turn out so well. Only to be replaced by a new kit 

and the cycle repeats itself. Soon we get better and the models go on shelves and not to the killing fields 

of the backyard or driveway. This is how we all learned and developed our skills. That was what the 

evening was about and how far the hobby and our skills have come. I think it was a really good meeting 

and one that should be repeated again in the future.   

 

 
Websites That Are Worth Checking Out 

http://www.themodellingnews.com/
http://www.coolminiornot.com/
http://www.shipmodels.info/mws_forum/index.php
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Once again our Annual Westland Library Make and Take was not only a huge success but is also the 
longest running volunteer program at the Library. I believe its been going on for 10 years. It may be 
longer but that number sticks with me for some reason. I am passing along the email sent to me by 
Bernadette along with some pictures. I would like to personally thank all those that came out and 
participated. Rick, Bob, Steve G. and Steve F, Henry, Larry, Jim A, and our youngest member Maggie.  
 
 
Dear Ian, 
  
Thank you sincerely for guiding young model builders on Saturday, December 7th.  It was a wonderful 
program once again.  I am grateful for the gentlemen who gave their time and skill to the children at our 
model building workshop. 
  
I’m sending some pictures showing the wonderful time families enjoyed.  A letter is coming through 
regular mail thanking all those involved in the program. 
  
Best wishes for a joyful, peaceful holiday season. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Bernadette Dewyer 
Youth Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westland Library Make and Take 
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Make and Take Photos 
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Start End Chapter 

02/01/2014 02/01/2014 Mid-Michigan 

02/15/2014 02/15/2014 Eddie Rickenbacker 

03/15/2014 03/15/2014 Roscoe Turner 

03/22/2014 03/22/2014 Three Rivers 

04/03/2014 04/05/2014 *AMPS International Convention, Fredericksburg, VA 

04/11/2014 04/12/2014 
Wright Field Scale Modelers (IPMS Local / AMPS 
Regional) 

05/09/2014 05/10/2014 Warren (IPMS/USA Region IV Convention) 

05/17/2014 05/17/2014 Military Modelers Club Of Louisville 

05/31/2014 06/01/2014 *Wonderfest, Louisville, KY 

08/06/2014 08/09/2014 IPMS/USA 2014 National Convention, Hampton, VA 

09/13/2014 09/13/2014 NWVMM 

09/20/2014 09/20/2014 Shenango Valley Area Scale Modelers 

10/11/2014 10/11/2014 Cincinnati Scale Modelers 

04/10/2015 04/11/2015 
Wright Field Scale Modelers (R4 Convention - Bid 
Pending) 

05/02/2015 05/02/2015 Warren 

05/23/2015 05/23/2015 Toledo (R4 Convention - Bid Pending) 

07/22/2015 07/25/2015 IPMS/USA 2015 National Convention, Columbus, OH 

    
 

    * Denotes non-IPMS event (shown for info only) 

2014 Show Schedule Through July 2015 


