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Spirit of 76
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Gentleman,

As I was getting ready to put this newsletter together I was going to do a very patriotic themed
issue complete with banners and streamers and Abe Lincoln washing a Lincoln with his shirt
off as Betsy Ross sat knitting the flag and giving Honest Abe the once over. Time and other
distractions led me to cobble this issue together and fire it off faster than a minuteman on the
run. Actually I had a little thing about minute men also, but that did not make this issue either.
Instead, I am going to give you a quick yarn about the olden days and then it will be followed
by a brief montage of models that were released in 1976. Yes a bit of a cop out, but as Patrick
Henry said, “Do onto others, and then cut out”.
The story goes back to Mr. Dahls 4th grade class when the year was 1976. We were tasked
with doing a single page report on 5 of the founding fathers. We had to give examples of their
lives, why they were good or bad presidents if they were a President, and what did they
accomplish to make them historic. We also had to do a diorama about the founding fathers.
Since no founding father drove a tank or flew a plane I had to come up with something else.
Well Washington did the whole Delaware Boat deal so I made a cardboard boat and cut out
little figures and glued them in the boat and all that. It was a fun project and I know that
although I complained like my friends about how much work this was, I really enjoyed all that I
learned. Add to that a diorama and it was an easy A. I remember at the time that anything you
could slap “Spirit of 76” on it became Bicentennial. The whole country seemed to have
Founding Fathers Fever. I think that may have been one of the most patriotic times of my life.
I was going to do a montage of old kits with a 1976 theme but unfortunately they are not that
well documented. No build reviews and tips on assembly. We are a very spoiled and entitled
bunch of modelers now. So instead I just did a brief roundup of one of my favorites from 1976
and why. Then there is a grouping of kits released in 1976. Finally I want everyone to read the
next page it contains valuable information that is in fact crucial to the survival of the human
race or at least of some importance.

Party on Abe, Party on George.
Ian

2|Page

July

IPMS Livonia

2016

The Bullsheet
2016

Important message to all club members – Please
Read

2015

All Club members. We are having a Mock registration, for
our upcoming contest in October, this Tuesday July 12th. It
will be in conjunction with the Model of The Month
Contest. That way everyone will be able to take part in the
Registration Process and we can see what we need to do
to make it run smoothly on the day of the event. We ask
that each member bring a model to use as a registration
example whether you are entering the model of the month
contest or not. So if you are reading this, bring in a model
so we can use it that night for registration purposes. If you
are entering the model of the month contest you will still
be able to participate.
Again, (In a louder voice), everyone needs to bring in a
model, just like you were entering a real life model contest,
so that we can have a mock registration at the meeting on
Tuesday the 12th.
That is all. Go back to your homes and resume daily
activites.

3|Page

July

IPMS Livonia

2016

The Bullsheet
Model Kits Released in 1976

2016

2015

This plane was one of those large 1/48th scale beasts than Monogram released that was actually a pretty
good kit to put together. It had interior detail, decent bomb bay details, nice landing gear, engines, cockpit
and oh yeah, about a million guns on it. When I was a lad this plane and the B-17 were my two favorites.
The fact that they were so big and ferocious looking made them all-time favorites. The kit also came with
the Shep Paine diorama guide which was every bit as cool as the plane. To be a young boy and see what
kind of diorama and creativity could be applied to a model was all I needed to start a lifelong obsession.
Here is what the finished Shep Paine diorama looked like and some of the neat little additions that were
made to the model
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More 1970 realeses
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2016 Can-Am Contest News
Can Am Flyer.pdf

By: Phil Meean

2015
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In an effort to begin putting the pieces of the contest machine together, as someone aptly
put it, we will start moving into the organizational phase of the contest. By this I mean we
are going to begin assigning jobs or positions that will need to be covered on the contest
day. Some of the jobs we will need to have covered are fairly straight forward and some will
2015
be more of just helping when needed. We will need to have as many club volunteers that
day as we can get. We will also have a club table set up to showcase our work and will
likely have a flyer set out listing our club times and what we do during the year like the swap
meet and build days. The contest should run well with few headaches if we all pitch in and
do a little. I will list below some of the jobs that we will need a hand at and if you would like
to start thinking about where you might like to volunteer then we can start filling positions.
1. Registration. 2-3 people. This will also only run till about 11 or noon.
2. Raffle. Also 2-3 people but this will need to be broken up so that no one is stuck all
day. So we will need about 4-6 people throughout the day.
3. Table set up, this will be putting on the plastic table clothes, setting up the place
cards that show the category number and seeing if there is ample room for the
models in the category.
4. Show runners. People who lend a hand where needed to help fill in a void as
needed. Help with judging, raffle, scratching my back if it gets itchy. Fetching me my
slippers and rubbing my feet if I need to take a break. You know the regular dignified
position that a contest runner at a Livonia show should expect. This last one is to see
if anyone is actually reading this or only glancing. An extra point for all those who
respond.
5. MC of the show. These duties will likely be split between a couple of the talkier
people in the club so dont fret if you are worried about speaking in front of a large
group.
6. There will be no make and take so that will not need any assistance. We will
however possibly have outside entertainment such as the Rosie the Riveters and
Rick might get one of his buddies to drive a tank around the parking lot or something
so we should have someone who is able to liaison with these groups if need be.

All of this is going to be hashed out in the next couple months but I would like folks to start
stepping up and volunteering for positions so that we can start getting the logistics worked
out ahead of time with whoever might be interested. That is it for now.
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Model of the Year Standings 2016
Alex Mierzejewski

19 points

Albert Divida

10 points

Greg Henderson

10 points

Rick Forys

6 points

Jerry Fraske

3 points

Ian Dow

3 points
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Mess Hall.
By: Grunty the Magic Pig

2015

Grilled Shrimp Tacos with
Avocado-Corn Salsa
INGREDIENTS (16)
For the salsa:


4 ears white or yellow corn, shucked



4 medium scallions, thinly sliced (white and light
green parts only)



3 medium tomatoes, cored, seeded, and cut into small dice



3 tablespoons freshly squeezed lime juice (from about 2 medium limes), plus more as
needed



2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh cilantro



1 serrano chile, stemmed and finely chopped



1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt, plus more as needed



2 medium avocados
For the tacos:



2 tablespoons freshly squeezed lime juice (from about 2 medium limes)



2 tablespoons olive oil



4 teaspoons chipotle powder



1/2 teaspoon kosher salt



1/4 teaspoon ground cumin



2 pounds peeled and deveined large shrimp (about 45 shrimp)
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10 (12-inch) skewers (soak wooden skewers in water for 30 minutes to avoid burning on
the grill)



16 grilled or warmed corn tortillas
Fast and easy grilled shrimp make a lighter alternative to meaty taco fillings. Toss them2015
quickly in spicy chipotle powder, cumin, and lime juice, then grill to develop a flavorful
char. Stuff them into warm corn tortillas, top with a fresh avocado-corn-tomato salsa,
and wash it all down with an ice-cold Michelada.

Special equipment: You’ll need 10 (12-inch) skewers. Be sure to soak wooden skewers
in water for at least 30 minutes beforehand to keep them from burning on the grill.
1. Remove the corn kernels from the cobs: Place a large container on a damp towel. Fold
a paper towel into fourths and place it inside the container. Stand 1 ear of corn on the
paper towel, using the stem as a handle. Using a paring knife, slice downward, letting
the kernels fall into the container. Rotate the cob and continue until all the kernels have
been removed; discard the cob. Repeat with the remaining corn. Discard the paper
towel.
2. Add the scallions, tomatoes, measured lime juice, cilantro, serrano, and measured salt
and stir to combine.

3. Halve and pit the avocados. Using a paring knife, score the flesh of the avocado halves
in a 1/4-inch-wide crosshatch pattern (be careful not to cut through the skin).
Taste and add more lime juice or salt as needed; set aside.
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For the tacos:

1

Heat an outdoor grill to high (about 450°F to 550°F). Meanwhile, assemble the
shrimp.

2

Whisk the lime juice, oil, chipotle powder, salt, and cumin together in a large
bowl. Add the shrimp and toss to combine.

3.

Skewer each shrimp through the tail and head ends, leaving about 1/4 inch of
space between each shrimp. Transfer the skewers to a baking sheet.

4.

Place the skewers in a single layer on the grill without touching. Close the grill
and cook until grill marks appear on the bottom, about 4 minutes. Flip the
skewers, close the grill, and cook until the shrimp are just firm, about 1 minute
more. Transfer the skewers to a clean baking sheet.

5.

Remove and discard the skewers, transfer the shrimp to a cutting board, and
coarsely chop. Place in a serving bowl.

6

Serve the shrimp with the tortillas and salsa.
Share This Recipe

15 | P a g e

2015

July

IPMS Livonia

2016

The Bullsheet
From Rick Forys. This is for T-Shirts only.

2016

IPMS Livonia Club Shirts
To recap, there are a lot of new members, and it has been a while since the last 2015
time the club offered shirts. It was decided to put together another order to get
more shirts made. They will be similar to the last T-shirts the club had – A 50/50
T-shirt with a yellow logo over the heart. The default color is black, but once
again we will offer the choice of any dark color, like navy or olive drab. This year
we will also offer a long sleeve “T” with the same color options. Available sizes
will run from adult medium to XL, and 2X – 3X for an additional $3/shirt. To order,
fill out the form below, and bring it to the next meeting along with you cash or
check made out to IPMS Livonia – John Kesner.
Name: _________________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________
T-shirts:
Qty Color Size M-L-XL $16 Size 2X-3X $19 $ Amt
____ __________ ______________ _____________ _______
____ __________ ______________ _____________ _______
____ __________ ______________ _____________ _______
Long Sleeve T-Shirts:
Qty Color Size M-L-XL $20 Size 2X-3X $23 $ Amt
____ __________ ______________ _____________ _______
____ __________ ______________ _____________ _______
Grand Total: ________
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