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Since this is not a contest month we will focus on sitting around talking about
pointless one sided conversations with each other. That will be followed by a
demonstration on how to chip paint using the hairspray and possibly the salt
technique. If you have any techniques then please feel free to bring them. Also
any works in progress are encouraged. Party on Garth.
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Thanks, Giving and Stuffing.
By: Ian P. Dow
Gentleman,
As the month of May concludes we are all granted that one day of pre summer bliss by having Memorial Day
Monday off from work. BBQs, parades, beer, and the time to reflect on how to stretch this into Tuesday off
work. Let us remember the real reason for the day is to observe all those that have given their time, bodies and
often their lives to keep us BBQing, drinking beer and lying to the boss. Much like Christmas, its better to keep
the thoughts of vets and their well being in our hearts and minds all year long and not just for one day in May. I
would like to thank all the members of our club who have served and for the time, effort and pieces of
themselves they may have sacrificed. If it is in your power to help out a vet in need then I encourage it and give
back to those that give to us.
While on my soapbox I would also like to share an eye opening experience I had recently. I have been blessed
with three beautiful children and my oldest Lilly, was recently inducted into the Stevenson High School National
Honors program. We attended the swearing in ceremony where all the kids are called up and their academic,
civic and athletic achievements are read out . They then sign a book and take an oath to uphold these academic
principles. What struck me was how much some of these kids volunteer and help out in the community. Lots
more than most folks I know do. Including myself. It inspired me to start thinking about what I can do in my
community, through church, through the club or in society in general to make my existence a more positive on
one on my fellow man. I am not here to brow beat anyone into doing anything, but if you have an opportunity
to do volunteer work or help out an organization, I think it helps fill a spot inside us that likes to be needed. We
as a club do our yearly make and take and that has always been a very positive experience for all involved. Well
I am stepping down from my box now so I can return you to your regularly scheduled newsletter.
Last but not least, if your basement is looking as stuffed with model kits as mine then it might actually be time
to start thinking about parting with some of these truly fine prizes. We are looking at possibly having a flea
market type sale at Nankin if they are interested and if not then it might be something to think about going in
with a couple club members at an upcoming show and getting a couple tables. Lets be honest we could
probably stock a couple hobby stores with the stash we have. I only bring this up is because the reality of our
life span and the amount of kits we have do not come close to being the same. Just something to think about.
Take care one and all and I will see everyone on Tuesday.

Ian
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1/72 Fine Molds Millennium Falcon
By: Brad Fallen
I can still remember my reaction when I saw the
Millennium Falcon zooming into space from
Mos
Eisley
in the first
Starin Wars
movie
in 1977.
Reviewed
by :Johnny
Seaman
Modeling
Madness
It was the same when she took on the Imperial
fleet (with an asteroid field thrown in to boot) in
The Empire Strikes Back. Fast forward to 2007,
it was the same again when I spied Fine molds’
kit of the Falcon for sale at our club’s annual
comp – although it did take me several months
to work up the nerve to spend over $250 on a
kit of an imaginary spaceship. But hey, it’s the
Falcon – and once I got the box home and
open, I knew I had made the right decision.
Wow.

History
What? This machine has a history? Well, if
you’re a dedicated Star Wars aficionado – and
by that I don’t just mean the movies, but the
whole alternative universe – you’ll know that
the Falcon has a very long and complicated
history, which I won’t even try to explain. Go to
Wookieepedia.com and have a look for
yourself.

The kit
It is hard to describe how amazing, and
intimidating, this kit looks on its sprues – all 14
of them, plus the integrally-moulded upper and
lower hull halves, a bag of screws, some poly
caps, a big decal sheet, and an A4 sized 34step instruction booklet (most of which is in
Japanese, but the pictures and numbering are
very clear – you can’t go wrong, particularly if
you cross off parts and assemblies as you
use/complete them). Without raving any further,
I’ll refer you to John Rich’s first look review of
the kit here in Internet Modeler’s January 2007
edition.
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Unfortunately, as good as they are, the kit mouldings aren’t
perfect. The most annoying problems in my example were
extensive sink marks around the perimeter of the upper and
lower hulls, and on the lower hull gear bays. The latter were
an easy fix – I covered them with appropriately cut lengths of
5/32 Evergreen, which if you didn’t know weren’t supposed to
be there, you wouldn’t even notice. The perimeter sink marks
were harder to fix, requiring extensive filling and then careful
sanding to avoid removing the beautiful raised detail on the
hulls. For the same reason, it was difficult to remove a couple
of prominent mould seams running the length of both hull
halves. I wasn’t able to fix either problem completely, but after
painting, weathering and a final flat coat, they’re not as
obvious as they were on the bare plastic. Not having seen
any other copies of the kit, I don’t know if this is a common
problem, or was unique to my example.

Construction
Now, I know I’m a slow builder, but I defy anyone to rush this
kit and do it justice at the same time. It is a kit to be savoured.
I started the build in September 2007, and finished it in
February 2009, working on it almost continually over this
period.
With so many steps, many of which only come together in the
last stages of the build, to an extent it doesn’t matter where
you start. I began at step 21, gluing on large numbers of small
parts to the lower hull. This is a key element of the kit’s design
– building up layers of gradually overlapping detail. My
observations of the build process are as follows.

Steps 1-4: Cockpit. All parts fit together well. I used Floquil’s
Grimy Black enamel as the base colour, with custom-mixed
greys for the four seats – which I spruced up with Eduard 1/72
pre-painted seatbelts (US Navy WW2). Evidence for seat
belts in the Falcon comes from The Empire Strikes Back
when Han Solo uses one to restrain C3PO, but the style I
have used is conjectural – so far as I am aware there are no
aftermarket belts (or anything else) for this kit! The multiple
instrument decals go on well and look excellent. Also great
are the canopy choices provided by Finemolds –traditional
clear styrene or studio-style glass-less framing. I chose the
latter, mainly because I’m hopeless at painting clear canopies
without a mask, but also because it would be easier to see
the detail I’d added.
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The cockpit stalk was now painted, decaled,
weathered and set aside for adding in the final
stages of assembly. The fit here was so good that it
just clipped to the hull without glue or filler.

Step 5: Radar dish. This is a fiddly little assembly –
the only one on the kit where I needed to reinforce
joins (those holding the dish to its supports) with
some wire. Again, this was set aside until final
assembly, when it is a simple twist fit.

Step 6: Upper and lower turrets. These two
assemblies build up identically, apart from different
decal placements. Here again I added some Eduard
1/72 pre-painted belts (this time Luftwaffe WW2),
but in hindsight I shouldn’t have bothered – they
can’t be seen in the completed assembly. I modified
the gun barrels slightly, reshaping and drilling out
the ends to get a more dangerous, if slightly less
film-accurate, look. While the turret parts
themselves fit together nicely, the turrets’ overall fit
into the upper and lower hull halves wasn’t great. I
had to do a lot of fettling to get the turrets to sit
acceptably flush, and while they are designed to
rotate, in practice this is very hard to achieve
without damaging the gun assemblies.
Step 7: Docking bays. The fine detail in these
assemblies comes at a price – fragility. I broke
several of the pieces here when removing them
from the sprues, although I thought I was being
careful. Cementing the finished bays to the
assembled hulls (Step 31) is also tricky – while their
overall fit is precise, the lack of positive joining
surfaces and the sheer size of the model at this late
stage of assembly makes it hard to see any problem
areas. I ended up with a couple of tiny gaps, which
fortunately aren’t too obvious.
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Step 8: Undercarriage. Finemolds gives you the choice of
gear down or gear up (with a stand to accommodate the
latter). I chose gear down, and while the finished
assemblies look great, they are tedious to assemble,
requiring considerable filling, sanding and patience. A point
to note here is that Finemolds has chosen to represent the
Falcon with the five gear-leg configuration seen in Empire
and Jedi, not the initial three-leg configuration seen in Star
Wars IV A New Hope; modifying the kit to this version
would require considerable work.
Steps 9-27: Upper and lower hull assembly. As mentioned
earlier, the kit’s hull detail is built up slowly and in layers. In
these steps, you will be adding literally hundreds of parts to
the initially bare hull halves. As you go along, you need to
use your judgement to decide which bits you can glue on
now – without compromising subsequent assembly and
painting – and which you need to paint separately and add
later. Obvious candidates for the latter are the mandible
and recessed machinery details in Steps 12 and 20, the
circular engine vents in Step 13, and the crescent shaped
rear engine assembly in Step 20, but it’s really up to you.
Step 28: Joining the upper and lower hulls. Before I did
this, I added the undercarriage units completed in Step 8.
The kit instructions would have you do this after the hulls
had been joined, in Step 32, but test fits revealed that this
approach would have made the units very difficult to
position. Their fit is extremely tight and – like that of the
turrets – required some tweaking and minor surgery
(removal of locating lugs) to get right. Even then, I ended
up with the rear starboard undercarriage unit only barely
touching the ground, which while not obvious is
nonetheless annoying.
The moment of truth – joining the hull halves – was nerve
racking but uneventful. While designing the halves to
almost snap together, Finemolds also gives you a
reassuring number of screws to make sure they join
permanently. I locked the screws down with five-minute
epoxy and then – another example of the kit’s excellent
design – hid them from view under some hatches, exhaust
ports and other details.
Steps 29-30: Sidewalls. These detailed multi-part
assemblies are one of the highlights of the kit, particularly
compared to their oversized, under-detailed counterparts in
the vintage AMT (now Revell) kit. Their fit is so good that
they can be completely finished (except for weathering)
before being attached to the hulls.
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Steps 31-33: Final assembly. This is the really
satisfying bit where you get to add all the subassemblies completed earlier in the build. It’s
not stress-free, though. Remember those
wonderfully fitting sidewalls? Well, their fit was
great before I screwed the hulls together – now
I couldn’t get them into place at all without some
serious scraping and jiggery-pokery. Nothing
too difficult in the end, but after a year on this
sweet-fitting kit I’d forgotten what serious
modelling was like. And now the end was well
and truly in sight – the cockpit stalk and radar
dish were snapped into place, and the beast
was finished. Phew.

Painting
You will have seen by now that I painted the kit
as I went along, aiming for complete subassemblies where possible, and making
judgement calls on which and how many detail
pieces I could add to the hulls before each step
of painting, decalling, and weathering.
Tamiya’s Gray Surface Primer was used
throughout the build, straight from the rattle can.
After priming, I built up the base exterior colour
with a custom mix of Gunze acrylics H-21 (offwhite), H-51 (light gull gray) and H-61 (IJN
gray), shot through my old (25 years plus)
Badger 200 single action airbrush. Tonal
variation was achieved by using darker and
lighter mixes of this colour along panel lines and
in panel centres.
After painting, I sprayed two coats of Future as
preparation for decalling. The kit decals – and
there are plenty of them – went on very well
with Micro Set and Micro Sol, conforming to a
variety of surface shapes with no trace of
silvering. I then protected the decals with a final
coat of Future before starting to grunge things
up.
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Weathering was a lot of fun. First, I
washed the panel lines with a heavily
thinned mix of Tamiya X-1 Black and
XF-64 Red-Brown acrylics. In deeper
recesses, such as gear and machinery
bays, this was enhanced with a darker
wash of burnt umber and Payne’s grey
oil paints. The distinctive streaking,
blotching and grime on the upper and
lower hulls was achieved with Tamiya
Weathering Master pastels (mostly Soot
and Orange Rust), applied sparingly
with an artist’s paper blending stick.
The heavy exhaust streaks on the
upper rear hull were created with
multiple, very thin coats of Tamiya
acrylics and enamels (the Black/Red
Brown mixture and X-19 Smoke), after
which I sealed everything in with three
light coats of Humbrol matt varnish.
Final weathering of the sidewalls and
machinery bays was then achieved with
Mig Pigment’s new Fantasy range –
mainly Plasma Burn, Graveyard Dirt
and Rocket Exhaust – with which I am
very, very impressed. The pigments
went on beautifully, and add some
lovely, restrained grubbiness to the
finished model.

Conclusion
This is one awesome kit. Any criticisms
I have made in this review are really
just plebeian whining in the face of true
artistry. Finemolds’ attention to detail
and fit is exceptional, and I’ll definitely
be building more of their stuff in the
future. I’ll never build another Falcon –
it just took too long – but I’m really,
really glad that I built this one.
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People to See and Places to Go.
By Roman Feit (AKA Rick Forys)

Liberty Aviation
Museum – Port
Clinton, OH
The Liberty Aviation Museum in Port Clinton, OH is
conveniently located and easy to find on the grounds of the
Erie-Ottawa Regional Airport. I had seen their B-25 at last
year’s Thunder, but had heard very little about their
museum, so I was eager to go see this new airplane museum
that was less than 2 hours from the house.
While it’s true that most aircraft and vehicle museums are
old, dank and many times historic buildings, my first
impression was the spic & span, neat and tidy appearance of
everything. This is a very new facility, and top to bottom it is
first rate. Opening to the public in 2012, it is the culmination
of an idea formed in 1994 to create a museum and hangar
along with a 1950's era themed Diner. Along the way, the
museum group was joined by another organization with their
goal of restoring a Ford Tri-Motor, and in 2010 they acquired
a flyable vintage WW2 North American B-25 Mitchell
Bomber. Now the three combining groups, The Liberty
Aviation Museum, EAA Tin Goose Chapter 1247, and the Trimotor Heritage Foundation share this impressive facility.
The museum portion is neatly laid out, with a concentration
of items related to the Tri-Motors, a popular mode of area
transportation starting in the Thirties. There is also an
interesting display of early period, (pre-plastic) aircraft
modeling, and many other artifacts. In the hanger sits the
museums jewels, the B-25 and the Tri-Motor restoration
project. The 1945 Mitchell B-25J underwent comprehensive
restoration work in 2012 and now glistens in the lights,
dominating the hanger. Keeping it company is a Harvard
IV (AT-6) with its bright yellow Canadian markings.
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Along the walls of the hanger, there is a surprising
amount of soft-skin military vehicles, and apparently
they have more vehicles that are occasionally rotated
in or out. The day I visited, I saw two Ford Jeeps,
(’43 & ’45), a Dodge WC ambulance, a M3A1 halftrack showing some apparent Israeli modifications,
and a handful of German vehicles including a nice
Kubelwagen, 37mm flak gun, 20mm flak gun, and
both a Zundapp and a BMW motorcycle/sidecar.
Tucked behind these, I also noticed a German field
kitchen, along with some other items displayed here
and there.
Time for lunch? Well I’m happy to say that the Fifties
era diner mentioned earlier also materialized in a big
way. The Tin Goose Diner is an actual 1950’s diner
built by the O'Mahony Diner Company of Elizabeth,
New Jersey. Originally, it was a gathering spot in Jim
Thorpe, Pennsylvania, where it was called the
Sunrise Diner. Like the rest of the museum, the diner
is great, and the authentic period atmosphere makes
it easy to relax while overlooking the runways of the
Erie-Ottawa Regional Airport. The prices are
reasonable, and all proceeds from the diner help fund
the operation of the museum.
But wait, there’s more! There’s a brand new hangar
that is currently under construction behind the current
complex. This new 150' x 150' building will become
the museum's official "Restoration Hangar" and will
house the Ford Tri-Motor project until ready to fly.
Furthermore, it will come in handy because the group
also has two WWII era PT boats, one of which will be
accurately restored and displayed in the building,
while the other will be restored to running, (with Coast
Guard required safety modifications), and used to
give rides on Lake Erie.
This is not a huge museum, (yet), but there are a lot
of nice items and the presentation is well done. With
all of the different aspects and areas of interest
represented, it’s a very family oriented situation
where everybody will find something they like, and
definitely worth checking out. See their website:
http://www.libertyaviationmuseum.org/
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The B-25’s name commemorates the museum’s
benefactor, George Woodling

The group’s 1945 Mitchell B-25J was acquired in 2011, and
soon after went through an extensive mechanical and
cosmetic restoration.
11 | P a g e

The museum is also home to the Tri-Motor
Heritage Foundation, and EAA Tin Goose Chapter
1247, which are all working together to restore
this Ford Tri-Motor.
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Besides a BMW R75, the collection also has this interesting Zundapp KS 750 featuring
Arabic writing on the sidecar.

The Tin Goose Diner is an actual 1950’s diner that was moved to the site from Jim
Thorpe, Pennsylvania, where it was called the Sunrise Dine
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Updated Show Schedule for the 2014-2015 Modeling Season.

Currently Approved Region IV Contest Dates Through 2015
Updated 6.01.14

Start
08/06/2014
09/06/2014
09/13/2014
09/20/2014
09/27/2014
10/04/2014
10/11/2014
10/12/2014
11/02/2014
1/17/15
02/07/2015
04/10/2015
04/30/2015
05/02/2015
05/30/2015
07/22/2015
09/19/2015

End
08/09/2014
09/06/2014
09/13/2014
09/20/2014
09/27/2014
10/04/2014
10/11/2014
10/12/2014
11/02/2014
1/17/15
02/07/2015
04/11/2015
05/02/2015
05/02/2015
05/30/2015
07/25/2015
09/19/2015

Chapter
IPMS/USA 2014 National Convention
Dayton Area Plastic Modelers
NWVMM
Shenango Valley Area Scale Modelers
Kalamazoo Scale Modelers / West Michigan Scale Modelers
Erie Scale Modelers
Cincinnati Scale Modelers
Lorain County
John H Glenn / Western Reserve
Shenango Valley Area Scale Modelers Free Swap Meet
Mid-Michigan
Wright Field Scale Modelers (IPMS/USA Region IV Convention)
*AMPS International Convention
Warren
Toledo
IPMS/USA 2015 National Convention
Dayton Area Plastic Modelers
* Denotes non-IPMS event (shown for info only)
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City/Area
Hampton, VA
Dayton, OH
Shinnston, WV
Sharon, PA
Kalamazoo, MI
Erie, PA
Cincinnati, OH
Lorain, OH
Cleveland, OH
Sharon, PA
Bay City, MI
Dayton, OH
Auburn, IN
Detroit, MI
Toledo, OH
Columbus, OH
Dayton, OH
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Contest Corner
By: Bill D Plenty

May Contest Results
1. Bob Blevins
Harley Davidson Fat Boy.................10 points

Model of the Year Standings
Ian Dow

22 points

Tim Howell

14 points

Jeff Edge

12 points

Bob Blevins

10 points

John Kesner

7 points

Jerry Fraske

4 points

Travis Blevins

4 points

George Smith

4 points

Rick Forys

3 points

2. Jeff Edge
SeaHund..........................................6 points
3. Travis Blevins
Gray Knight......................................4 points
4. John Kesner
Swimwagen.....................................3 points
5. Ian Dow
Hetzer 38-T.....................................2 point
6. Ian Dow
ASG-90 SPG..................................1 point
7. Tim Howell
1994 Mustang Cobra Pacecar........1 point
8. Tim Howell
F350 Ford Dualie Pick-Up...............1 point
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Mess Hall
By: Grunty the Magic Pig

Turkey Burgers with Special Sauce
Ingredients


1/4 cup chopped green onions



2 tablespoons fresh orange juice



1 tablespoon low-sodium soy sauce



1 teaspoon finely chopped peeled fresh ginger



1 garlic clove, minced



1 pound ground turkey breast



Cooking spray



1/2 cup Special Sauce



4 (1 1/2-ounce) whole wheat hamburger buns



4 curly leaf lettuce leaves
Preparation
1.
2.

3.

Prepare grill.
Combine first 6 ingredients in a large bowl. Divide turkey mixture into 4 equal portions, shaping
each into a 3/4-inch thick patty. Place patties on grill rack coated with cooking spray; grill 6
minutes on each side or until done.
Spread 2 tablespoons Special Sauce over top half of each bun. Place lettuce leaves on bottom
halves of buns; top each with 1 patty and top half of bun. Cut each burger in half.

Ingredients For Special Sauce








3/4 cup reduced-fat mayonnaise
1 1/2 tablespoons finely chopped green onions
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard
1 tablespoon honey
1 teaspoon fresh orange juice
1 teaspoon low-sodium soy sauce
1/2 teaspoon finely chopped peeled fresh ginger
Combine ingredients and refrigerate.

1. 15
Combine
| P a g eall ingredients in a medium bowl. Cover; refrigerate.

