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Time to Remember
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Gentleman,

I sincerely hope that everyone has had a happy safe and fun filled beginning of summer.
Memorial Day weekend could not have been better for weather. I know because I was at the
pool, BBQing, chin wagging and soaking up the sunshine. What a great thing to have a three
day weekend. That however did not come without someone or many someone’s sacrificing all
they had. Yes we all know that Memorial Day is in remembrance of our service people but do
we really remember for the most part. Sadly we all know the answer. I will say that most of us
in the hobby have a fondness for history and more likely to be aware of historical days. The
general public for the most part does not. The reason this has been a sticking point for me
lately is that one of the biggest events in US history, the invasion of Normandy, largely went
unrecognized. Sure we all know the Gorillas name who was unlucky enough to have an
unexpected guest drop in, but not much was said about the DDay invasion. I feel that history is
largely being ignored in school and in the publics general knowledge.
When I was in school, and I am taking about all pre electronic days, we were required to do
historical projects. Something on past presidents, historical days, historical people, things that
made a difference in our lives today. Yep, it was boring and it was often put off to the last
minute but we did learn things that you only get when you do a project and not sit in class and
listen to a teacher. My children never do projects and when I have asked teachers they just
say it is not part of the curriculum anymore. I just shake my head. When I was in the 7 th grade
we had to do a project on the invasion of DDay. Anything we wanted. Well I used the
Monogram C-47 skytrain and used the Shep Paine diorama guide that came with the kit and
made my own version. I got an A on it and all the kids thought it was really cool. I had to do a
lot of research on it for the report. It was a huge project. Library time, talking to grandparents,
and neighbors. Looking at pictures and reading, yes reading, boring historical documents. Yet
it was fascinating all the things that I learned about the event. It was a great way to use
modeling to represent history. Another reason to get kids involved in modeling and I
encourage all who read this to use your knowledge about whatever the subject is to continue
to educate all around about the history many of us forget. Annoy all you know with little
historical facts. Something will stick with someone. I guarantee it.

Ian
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The T-90 is the most modern Main Battle Tank currently available to the
armed forces of the Russian Federation. The tank was developed from the
successful T-72 MBT, with numerous improvements including a more
powerful diesel engine and dramatically improved protection in the form of 2015
composite armour, advanced third generation Kontakt-5a Explosive
Reactive Armour and electronic countermeasures designed to defeat laser
guided anti-tank weaponry. The tank also features an upgraded version of
the fearsome 125mm smoothbore gun and a new fire control system
developed from that used in the more complex and expensive T-80 MBT.
Several hundred examples of the T-90 have been produced and the tank is
now in wide-scale service with the Russian armed forces. The T-90 was
deployed during the war in Dagestan in the summer of 1999. This
engagement helped to cement the T-90's reputation as a tough,
dependable tank which was able to withstand multiple RPG hits. The T-90
has been a moderate success on the export market, having been acquired
by several long-time users of Russian hardware including Algeria,
Turkmenistan, Uganda and, most notably, India.
This kit represents the latest in a steady stream of new tool small scale
military vehicle kits that Revell have produced in recent years. Being a fan
of Russian tanks, this kit immediately caught my eye when announced at
the start of this year and I have been looking forward to it ever since. The
kit is packed into the usual end-opening box, inside which are five sprues of
caramel coloured plastic which hold an impressive 157 parts. As you would
expect from such a recent tool from Revell, the mouldings are clean, crisp
and feature suberb, fine details.
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Construction starts with the lower hull, which features nicely detailed torsion bar
suspension units that run across the bottom of the chassis. The drive sprockets, idlers
and road wheels are all moulded in inner and outer halves and seem to be very
accurate as they match photographs of the real thing very well. As was the case with
their recent series of Leopard 2 kits, Revell have included tracks moulded in two halves
which are designed to be bent around the wheels and drive sprockets and then glued in
place. They are made from the same hard plastic as the rest of the kit and rely on being
very thin for their flexibility. Revell suggest warming the tracks in hot water prior to
installation. Hopefully they will work well, as they are nicely detailed and should look the
part once in place. They certainly look better than the vinyl tracks that some
manufacturers still seem to favour.
The upper hull is as nicely detailed as the lower hull, partly as a result of the fact that
the upper glacis plate is moulded separately, which allows finer detailed to be
accurately reproduced. The driver's hatch is moulded separately which allows it to be
finished in the open position. Although there is no interior detail, it is still nice to have the
option to place a figure in there. The side skirts are nicely done and feature separately
moulded armour plates. Extra details such as the headlights, tow hooks and the
ubiquitous unditching beam (whatever you do, don't get this part mixed up with the gun
barrel) are all nicely rendered and moulded separately.
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As construction moves on to the turret, it becomes clear that Revell have provided
sufficient parts for the standard T-90, the T-90K command tank and the T-90S export
version. The imposing 12.7mm machine gun is common to all variants, however and
this multi-part monster is nicely depicted. The infra-red scramblers, which make up the
most visible part of the Schtora electronic countermeasures suit, are each made up of 2015
five parts, which is impressive for such small items. They are not used for the export T90S version, so additional ERA plates are provided instead. The multitude of stowage
bins, smoke grenade dischargers and electro-optical gear combine to give the domeshaped turret its characteristically cluttered appearance.
The tiny decal sheet provides three options, and for once you get a genuine choice
rather than different identification number for camouflage schemes that are essentially
identical:
T-90, Russian Armed Forces, 2005. This tank is finished in the green/sand/black
camouflage depicted on the box artwork;
T-90K, Russian Armed Forces, 2011, finished in a similar scheme to the first tank; and
T-90S, Indian Armed Forces, 2004, finished in a sand/brown camouflage.

Conclusion
This looks to be an excellent, well-detailed kit which captures the look of the T-90 well.
Such is the level of detail that I wonder if Revell have benefitted from Zvezda's research
for their 1:35 kit as the two companies have collaborated before. In any case, Revell
have packed in an amazing amount of detail and it looks to be pretty accurate on the
sprue. Hopefully it will be just an enjoyable to build. Highly recommended.
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Revell T90 Built Up
By: Ian P. Dow
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The review of the Revell T-90 on the
Britmodeller website gives the parts
breakdown and what it looked like
before paint and glue got involved. I
decided that since I had built this I
would show what it can look like
finished. For the most part the kit went
together with very little effort and there
were no real issues with fit or finish. No
flash and any knock out marks or
blemishes were hidden inside or under
any of the parts seen. I frequently am
on the road and I think this kit was built
about 95% in a hotel room straight out
of the box.
One thing that I really do dislike on
most of the Russian tanks with the fuel
drums on the back is that they are
usually split in half with the clamps
molded on. This was the case with this
kit and I decided that I would make the
drums from Aluminum Tube, add
scratchbuilt clamps and add wiring for
the plumbing on the back. Overall it
was a little better than the original, but
I would like a drum that does not have
a seem in the middle instead of having
to make my own.
The painting was done using silly putty
as a mask and then painting it in
green, black and beige. I have seen
some modelers very effectively use the
mud technique and get the vehicle
dirty without overdoing it. I decided I
would give it a go.
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Besides if it doesn’t work out then
we will try again next time. Whats
the worst that can happen, I will
have to select another model and
start over again. Oh well such is
life.

2015

I used Vallejo paints for the camo
pattern and then I used Mig and
Andrea pigments to simulate the
mud. I gave some areas a clear
coat to simulate a wet look and
other areas I allowed to dry and
give it that caked on and dried out
mud look. Overall, I think it turned
out ok. A little overdone in some
areas and a little underdone in
others. Again this was more of an
experiment to see what could be
done and did I like the results. I
think this is another very good
tool in the Modeling Arsenal, but
like everything else it needs to be
practiced and refined.
I added MV lenses to the vehicle
and the tracks in the kit were
plastic that needed to be warmed
and bent. I thought that would
end in disaster, but surprisingly
they worked out really well and
formed nice looking tracks for the
vehicle. I weathered the vehicle
with oils and washes to bring out
the various details.
Overall a nice kit and it will stand
up nicely over time as a good
1/72 modern armor kit.
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by Karl N. Hoy [ KARL187 ] [ ALL BY THIS AUTHOR ]

Introduction

2015

Looking for dirt and filth? Then you’ve come to the right place! (Steady lads!)
There’s lots of ways to make mud on models and scenery. You can use the real thing, plaster/filler, ready-made
mixes, pigments etc. There’s a lot of options open for mud basically! Therefore the following technique is not the be
all and end all of mud but it is a relatively fast and simple way to do it.

What You’ll Need
 Plaster/Powdered Filler (The stuff you use to cover cracks in walls).
 Tamiya Texture Paint Soil Effect Brown
 Enamel Paints for Washes/Premixed Wash
 AK Interactive Dark Mud
 Pigments
 Gloss Varnish
 Water
 Thinner
 Something to Mix Paint/Filler In
 Some Old Brushes
 Plastic Card for Spattering

Stage-1
Make sure you have a varnish coat on your model to seal the paintwork. Matt, Satin, Gloss or Jonson’s Klear are all
good for this. You can pre-dust your model with dry pigments if you so wish but there is no real need.
To get the mud texture I’m using Tamiya Texture Paint-Soil Effect Brown. This is rather like pumice stone mixed with
paint in appearance. Take care when applying this as when it dries it does so to a very hard finish. You can thin it
with water if you wish but you will lose the texture. This stuff will destroy a brush so use an old one! Give the bottle a
stir before applying and then apply like paint, making sure to get a good build up of texture and not just color. Also
look out as this stuff will clump on the brush.
Once on, the texture paint will take a while to dry- give it half a day or at least two hours if you are in a hurry. Touchtest it gently to make sure it’s dried hard. It will not flake off like plaster so you don’t have to be too gentle.
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Stage 2

Next up is to give the mud some variation in color- that starts with a wash. Now you can use any color wash you want
to achieve whichever color of mud you are looking for. The Mig Pigments Dark Wash used here is for a dark mud.
Brush it on and leave it to dry. If you put on too much you can use a thinner moistened brush to remove it.

2015

Stage 3
Once the wash is dry it’s time to add some more color using pigments. Again you can choose whichever colors you
like although I’d advise sticking to earthy tones at this stage. For this dark mud I’m using Mig Pigments Track Brown
and Dark Mud. Be careful if you are using Track Brown as it is very dark and can overwhelm lighter colors. Mix this
with water and apply liberally with a brush making sure to get some of it above the mud-line.

Stage 4
When the wet pigments are dry we have a nice dark finish. Now it’s time to add some lighter tones and spatter. In
order to give the mud a bit of body (so it looks like actual clumps of mud thrown up onto the vehicle) you should use
household powder filler or plaster. You can mix this with enamels or with wet pigments or even paint to achieve the
color you desire. However, for this I’m using AK Interactive Dark Mud which, when added to plaster, gives a nice
finish that isn’t too dark.
Use a plastic cup or similar receptacle to mix up the Dark Mud with the plaster. The consistency we’re looking for
here is like a milkshake- you don’t want stodgy clumps in this technique although that can be useful for other
techniques. As you can see on the brush the mix isn’t too thick nor is it dripping off the brush- it still has a bit of
‘body’.
Now you can dab this on with a smaller brush than you mixed it with so you have more control over where it goes.
You can also ‘spatter’ the mud by flicking the mixture on the paintbrush against a piece of plastic card. Have a go on
a bit of paper first before applying it to your model. (You can also use an airbrush to spray the spatter on from behind
the brush but I find this unpredictable and I get more control with the cardboard and flicking.)

Stage 5
As you can see the spatters are not flat- they are little clumps of dirt- like real mud spatters. Be careful when handling
after this stage as the plaster/filler will rub and flake off easily. Now we can add some damp areas (if you so wish). I
find the best way to do this is with enamel washes and gloss varnish- mixed up together. For this example I’m using
the Mig Productions Dark Wash again as well as their Wet Effects and Damp Earth Mixture. Mix them both up and
apply in random patches to simulate mud that is still damp/wet. If you want it to look even more damp/wet then, once
the mix is dry on the model, you can apply another coat of gloss varnish or Wet Effects (Johnson’s Klear works well
too).
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Stage 6
Once that is dry you can leave it there or you can add some more pigments for more color variation depending on
what kind of look you want for the model. If it was in a city, for example, you might want to add grey tones and if it
was in the countryside then more earthy tones. I added Mig Pigments Rubble Dust to the left and Dark Mud to the
right of the example.
And that’s it. Remember that if you are not certain about this technique (or any technique for that matter) then try it
out on a scrap model or some scrap card- don’t ruin your latest masterpiece by mistake!!
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“She had lived longer and accomplished more than anybody.”
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One of America’s four-legged heroes has died.
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Bretagne, thought to be the last surviving 9/11 search dog at Ground Zero, was
saluted by firefighters outside an animal hospital in Texas on Monday before the ailing

2015

golden retriever was euthanized, the New York Daily News reported. She was nearly
17.
“She had lived longer and accomplished more than anybody,” David Padovan, a
spokesman for the Cy-Fair Volunteer Fire Department in suburban Houston, told the
News.
Bretagne’s remains were draped in an American flag and transported to Texas A&M
University so veterinarians could evaluate how her body was affected by Ground Zero,
the News wrote.
Bretagne lived with her handler, Cy-Fair volunteer firefighter Denise Corliss of
Cypress, Texas, for all of her 16 years, the Houston Chronicle reported. They were
deployed to New York City after the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks to search for
victims at the World Trade Center. Approximately 300 dogs participated in search
efforts. Bretagne visited the site last year on the 14th anniversary of the attacks.
The dog and Corliss were also involved in search efforts for Hurricane Katrina,
Hurricane Rita, Hurricane Ivan and other disasters, Today.com noted.
Bretagne retired from service at around age 10, then helped with the training of other
rescue dogs. She was also a fixture at a local elementary school’s reading program,
the Chron reported.
Corliss told Today that Bretagne was suffering from kidney failure.
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This month we take a closer look at a club member that's been around the meetings for a while.
Steve Freeman became an IPMS Livonia member way back at the turn of the century (2000). He's
been a USA member since 1998 and an IPMS Canada member since 1980. Way to go Steve!!
He's served with the Canadian Air Force as a Cadet Instructor List officer and is retired after a 37
year career as a computer systems engineer for a large multinational corporation.
Steve's been very active in our club having served as President, Treasurer and Newsletter editor.
The first model he built in 1960 was an Aurora AT-6 Texan. His favorite build was his "Vulczilla" - a
kit bash of an Aurora Godzilla and an Airfix Avro Vulcan.
His current modeling interests are Canadian Military aircraft and vehicles, but as we can all attest
by his last two Xmas Party Theme winners, he can build just about anything. His imagination just
seems to run rampant at times when it comes to building a theme entry.
In Steve's own words... "50+ years in the hobby and still amazed by what I continue to learn from
it and the people I've met through it."
Thanks Steve for all your service to your Country and to our club.
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2016 Can-Am Contest News
Can Am Flyer.pdf

By: Phil Meean

2015
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In an effort to begin putting the pieces of the contest machine together, as someone aptly
put it, we will start moving into the organizational phase of the contest. By this I mean we
are going to begin assigning jobs or positions that will need to be covered on the contest
day. Some of the jobs we will need to have covered are fairly straight forward and some will
2015
be more of just helping when needed. We will need to have as many club volunteers that
day as we can get. We will also have a club table set up to showcase our work and will
likely have a flyer set out listing our club times and what we do during the year like the swap
meet and build days. The contest should run well with few headaches if we all pitch in and
do a little. I will list below some of the jobs that we will need a hand at and if you would like
to start thinking about where you might like to volunteer then we can start filling positions.
1. Registration. 2-3 people. This will also only run till about 11 or noon.
2. Raffle. Also 2-3 people but this will need to be broken up so that no one is stuck all
day. So we will need about 4-6 people throughout the day.
3. Table set up, this will be putting on the plastic table clothes, setting up the place
cards that show the category number and seeing if there is ample room for the
models in the category.
4. Show runners. People who lend a hand where needed to help fill in a void as
needed. Help with judging, raffle, scratching my back if it gets itchy. Fetching me my
slippers and rubbing my feet if I need to take a break. You know the regular dignified
position that a contest runner at a Livonia show should expect. This last one is to see
if anyone is actually reading this or only glancing. An extra point for all those who
respond.
5. MC of the show. These duties will likely be split between a couple of the talkier
people in the club so dont fret if you are worried about speaking in front of a large
group.
6. There will be no make and take so that will not need any assistance. We will
however possibly have outside entertainment such as the Rosie the Riveters and
Rick might get one of his buddies to drive a tank around the parking lot or something
so we should have someone who is able to liaison with these groups if need be.

All of this is going to be hashed out in the next couple months but I would like folks to start
stepping up and volunteering for positions so that we can start getting the logistics worked
out ahead of time with whoever might be interested. That is it for now.
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Contest Corner
Model of the Year Standings 2016
Alex Mierzejewski

19 points

Albert Divida

10 points

Greg Henderson

10 points

Rick Forys

6 points

Jerry Fraske

3 points

Ian Dow

3 points

23 | P a g e

2015

June

IPMS Livonia

2016

The Bullsheet
2016

Mess Hall.
By: Grunty the Magic Pig
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Sloppy Cheesesteak Sliders
BY JUDY KIM

I NGREDIENTS














1 Garlic clove, minced
1 red onion, diced
1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
1 tsp. chili powder
1 tsp. dry mustard
1 tbsp. brown sugar
1 1/2 lb. ground beef sirloin
1 1/2 c. crushed tomatoes
2 kaiser rolls, cut in half
6 oz. shredded milk cheddar
1/2 c. guacamole
2 c. arugula
1/4 c. cherry tomatoes, halved



bread and butter pickles

DIRECTIONS
In a large skillet over medium heat cook, garlic and half of onion until softened, 2 minutes. Stir in
Worcestershire sauce, chili powder, dry mustard, and brown sugar. Increase heat to mediumhigh; brown beef with garlic mixture, about 5 minutes. Add crushed tomatoes until warmed
through, about 2 minutes.
Meanwhile cut kaiser rolls in half and place on serving plates. Turn off heat and mix in cheese
with sloppy joe mixture. Divide between the 4 rolls. Top with a dollop of guacamole, arugula,
cherry tomatoes, remaining red onion, and pickles.
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