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Gentleman,

Well another fine IPMS Livonia February Christmas party is in the books. Now I do not know
the exact numbers but I think we made more money off our raffle this year than in any prior
years. This is even being down several of our key members not being there. Now I will not
name names who were not there ( Rick, Ed, Paul, Mike, Kevin) but they were missed. I was at a
loss as to what to add to this newsletter this month other than the Christmas party segment
and our new member of the month segment and decided that we would do something simple.
That always leads to something less simple.
As I sit and write this newsletter the snow is slowly falling and it appears very February or
March like outside. It was then that as my mind wandered from the task at hand that I looked
at the long term forecast for the next week. The highs next week are suppose to reach the
low to mid sixties. What joy when it gets that warm and you can feel that spring is coming.
We have had a couple of these warm days already but this is suppose too be close to a week
of this. It is when it gets warm out that I start thinking about getting the big cruiser out and
going for a ride. Nothing is quite as fulfilling as getting behind the wheel of a favorite vehicle
be it old or new and taking a nice cruise with the windows down. Not to hot or cold and just
soaking in the smells of spring. You feel like you could drive all day and go no place at all. I
am fortunate enough to own an older vehicle that is fun to drive and reminds me of what
cars use to be like when they needed service frequently but you could do most of it yourself
if so inclined.
That leads me to my last point about old car care and maintenance, and that is most of us
are old cars. We squeak, rattle, slow to start on cold mornings and have little things that
don’t work anymore but don’t really effect the performance of the machine. Life is like an old
car, we will break and fall apart if we are parked and never taken out and revved up. Run it
fast, break hard and fly around a few corners. We will also break when neglected and driven
too hard. My opinion is go out and indulge yourself, but do it in moderation. Spoil yourself
every couple weeks but then take a couple off and recoup. In the end we all wind up in the
same place and a life unlived is not truly worth living. I encourage all who read this to think
about that and to indulge yourself and not spend your life in denial. You should live your life
By: Ian P. Dow
respectfully of yourself, but remember we only go around once so if you want to spend the
weekend eating donuts and sleeping in then you should. One day you might want too and
you wont be able. This is not a license to go rob a bank, but I do think we should all remember
that life is short and we should cram as many experiences into it as we can. So if you need
and experience this weekend be sure to check out the SEMMEX show on Sunday March 6.
876 Horace Brown Drive in Madison Heights.

A Tail of Two Stallions. 1/43 BBR Ferrari 360 Modena.
2003-2004 LeMans Variants

Ian
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Moebius Models 1/87 Mel’s Drive-In Kit First Look
By: Dave Manter from CyberModeler. Additional photos from IPMS
Journal

2015
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Mel's Drive-In is an American restaurant chain
founded in 1947 by Mel Weiss and Harold Dobbs
in San Francisco, California.
In October 1963, the Mel's Drive In chain was
picketed and subjected to a sit-in by the Ad Hoc
Committee to End Discrimination over the fact
that while the restaurant would serve food to
African Americans and hired them as cooks, they
were not allowed to work "up front" where they
could be seen by white customers. More than
100 protesters were arrested. The picketing
ended when Harold Dobbs settled with the
protesters and began to allow black workers "up
front".
In 1972, the restaurant was selected as a feature
location by George Lucas for his 1973 film
American Graffiti. The prominent play given to the
location has been credited with saving the
company from possibly going out of business.
The Mel's used was located in San Francisco.
The Moebius Models kit of Mel's Drive-In
consists of 64 plastic parts and numerous 4
color printed pieces. The parts are well molded
and all have decent details. A little flash is
present, but should not present any problems.
The instructions are laid out well and should be
easy to follow.
Moebius Models have decided to use printed
paper for all of the interior details and by being
printed in color; you will save a lot of time on
painting! The printing is very good and in great
registration. Moebius also gives you lots of extra
printed pieces so you can make the kit your own.
Fit of the main pieces is good.
If you are a fan of the American Graffiti series,
this one is a must have. It is scaled in 1/87 so it
will also fit into any HO scale railroad setting.
Recommended!

My sincere thanks to Moebius Models
4|Page
for this review sample
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25 Facts about American Graffiti
Graffiti You
You Don’t
Don’t2016
Really Need To Know but I will Tell you Anyways
2015
When Charles Martin Smith pulls up on the Vespa in the beginning, his crash into the building
wasn't scripted. He genuinely lost control of the bike, and Lucas kept the cameras rolling.
The film was shot in sequence, so as filming went on and the actors grew tired from the
shooting schedule, the characters they played would also look more and more tired as the
night went on.
Harrison Ford was asked to cut his hair for the film. He refused, stating that his role was too
short, and offered to wear a hat instead.
Screenwriters Willard Huyck and Gloria Katz wanted an additional title card at the end
detailing the fates of the women, but George Lucas refused, arguing it would prolong the
ending.
When Wolfman Jack makes an on-air prank call to Pinky's Pizza, the voice on the other end
belongs to George Lucas.
When John and Carol (Mackenzie Phillips) are sitting at the red light, a car full of girls pulls
up next to them. One of the girls throws a water balloon through the window and it hits Carol.
It was scripted to hit the side window and drench Phillips' face, who was then supposed to act
really angry. However, she was accidentally hit square in the face and unable to refrain from
laughing. Still, she kept going, ad-libbed through the scene and George Lucas kept it, as he
did with many presumably garbled first takes in this movie.
Universal thought so little of the film (not knowing how to market it, and certain that as it had
no stars it would flop), that it sat on the shelf for six months before the studio finally
decided to release it. To their great surprise, it became enormously successful at the boxoffice.
The film was previewed before an audience of young people in Northpoint Theater, San
Francisco, on a Sunday morning, with Universal Pictures head Ned Tanen in attendance. In a
story that is now legendary in Hollywood, Tanan was not impressed with the film, despite a
good audience reaction, and called it "unreleasable". Francis Ford Coppola, enraged at the
comment, offered to buy the film from Universal (some stories claim he offered to write the
check then and there) while the exhausted, burned-out and ill George Lucas watched in shock.
A compromise was finally reached in which Universal could "suggest" modifications to the
movie, a resolution Lucas was not happy with, as it took control of the film away from him.
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During the sequence in which John and Carol smeared shaving cream on the 1960 Cadillac
and deflated the tires, Paul Le Mat actually jumped onto and over the car during each take,
and George Lucas became concerned that Le Mat's boots would put dents in the hood and
trunk.

2015

Wolfman Jack, who played himself in the movie, was specifically chosen by George Lucas to
play a role in the movie because Lucas remembered listening to him on the radio when Lucas
was in high school.
Mel's Drive-In was demolished after the movie was completed, but the owner's son, Steve,
decided to re-open other Mel's restaurants in 1981 as a small chain. There are two in
Hollywood, CA, themed after the movie, and one in San Fransisco where George Lucas is
known to eat occasionally.
The film's budget was exactly $777,777.77, and it was delivered on time - and on budget.
Filming was beset by a series of misfortunes and disasters. The day before filming was due
to start a key member of the crew was arrested for growing marijuana. On the first night of
shooting it took so long to get the cameras mounted onto the cars that filming didn't get
started until 2 a.m., putting the crew half a night behind schedule before they'd even started.
Most of the outdoor footage was to be shot in San Rafael. After the first night of shooting
the city revoked the crew's filming permit due to complaints from a bar owner that their
blocking off of the main street was costing him business. Filming proceeded in San Rafael
for three more nights, then moved to Petaluma, 20 miles away. On the second night of
shooting a fire in a nearby restaurant brought fire trucks into the area, their sirens and the
resulting traffic jam preventing any filming.
The '55 Chevy Bob Falfa drove is the same '55 Chevy used in the movie Two-Lane Blacktop
(1971).
When the rear wheels/axle of Holstein's police car get yanked out by the cable, there is a
movie theater in the background. The movie listed on the marquee is Francis Ford Coppola's
Dementia 13 (1963).
In the movie the street where the final drag race took place between Falfa and Milner was
called Paradise Road. It is actually a road in Petaluma, CA called Frates Road. A golf course
now resides on the north side but the field where Falfa's '55 Chevy crashed is still intact.
First credited screen appearance of Kathleen Quinlan. She plays Peggy, a girl who comforts
Laurie, who just broke up with her boyfriend. Laurie's boyfriend is played by Ron Howard,
director of Apollo 13 (1995), in which Quinlan starred.
The scene in which Steve assures Laurie he is staying in town and not going with Curt was
shot in one take. Ron Howard and Cindy Williams had already been released from shooting
and were in their street clothes when they were told to put their costumes back on so they
could shoot that scene.
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As the plane takes off in the final scene, a drive-in movie screen can be seen in the distance.
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One of the main reasons why so many studios initially turned down the script was because
George Lucas wanted at least 40 songs on the soundtrack, which would obviously lead to a
large bill over the rights to these songs. Universal finally agreed to fund the picture when
Lucas' friend Francis Ford Coppola (fresh from the success of The Godfather (1972) the
year before) came on board as producer.

2015

Dissatisfied with the name "American Graffiti", producers Francis Ford Coppola and Ned
Tanen suggested that George Lucas retitle it "Another Slow Night in Modesto" or "Rock
Around the Block".
The DC-7 that Richard Dreyfuss boards at the end of the film (Magic Carpet Airlines) had a
flat tire on the left side. But it was never shown because there is a van near the stairwell that
leads to the hull entrance.
The street gang The Pharoahs that "kidnap" Richard Dreyfuss in the film are based on George
Lucas' car club cohorts growing up in Modesto called The Faros.
The Ford Coupe driven by Paul Le Mat's character had a 1966 Chevrolet 327 cu.in. engine.
The black 1955 Chevy driven by Harrison Ford had a Chevrolet 454 cu.in. engine capable of
doing 11-second quarter-mile times.
Richard Dreyfuss recalls that he was often called onto the set early during camera setups
because the plaid shirt he wears for much of the film made for an effective test pattern.

5 Bonus facts, because we like you.
The 1955 Chevrolet driven by Bob (Harrison Ford) was actually three different cars: the "hot
rod" version that is seen the most--which was also the same car used in the earlier Two-Lane
Blacktop (1971))--one for interior camera shots and one for the rollover after the drag race.
Both the "hot rod" '55 and the 1932 Ford coupe were bought from the studio by an
individual in Overland Park, Kansas, in the mid-1980s who restored them back to their movie
appearance.
The Douglas DC-7 airplane, shown at the end of the movie was previously owned by the rock
group Grand Funk Railroad.
Two cameras were used simultaneously in scenes involving conversations between actors in
different cars. This resulted in significant production time savings.
The cartoon movie poster was drawn by longtime Mad Magazine artist Mort Drucker, who
ended up also doing the artwork for "American Confetti", a parody of the film in Mad's April
1974 issue #166.
License plate on John Milner's car is "THX-138". THX 1138 (1971) is a film also directed by
George Lucas. This number plate is on display inside 'The Main House' of LucasFilm's Head
Office at Skywalker Ranch in Marin County.
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Cars of American Graffiti

2015

Blondes (Suzanne Somers) 56 Tbird

John Millers 32 Deuce Coupe.

Bob Falfas 55 Chevy

Steve Bolanders 58 Impala
s
S
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61 Ford Galaxie
THE PHARAOHS' 1951 MERCURY

Cmon Baby. Clap for da Wolfman.

The adult group home had a special day out at Autorama
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Steve Freeman wins second year in a row with the
interclub sci-fi kit that is truly spectacular. Congrats
Steve. You set the bar high with a great vignette.

Raffle Palooza.
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Model of the year went to yours truly for my
representation of the Danmark sailing ship. Thank
you sincerely to all the club members who voted. I
am more than honored.
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Seriously, Mike actually finished something.

Bobs back hair remover. Little guy never gets a day off.

Travis likes to prove that size does not matter.
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Tims new drag car is a little slower than he
wanted.
Jerrys first job out of college was driving this new
fangled machine delivering sody-pop.

Alex the master of taking something old and
making it look good. Just ask his bathroom mirror.

Speak softly and carry a big ass gun.
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“Tim, I might consider it but, then again
maybe not. Maybe Alex would be
interested”

Models make me feel faint

“Thanks for the offer Tim, I am flattered really,
but I think you should ask Steve G”

“Swear to God Sharon, at least this many
tickets long. You saw how big the tank is.”
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“Please God let me be cooler than these guys when I
get older. Pleeeeeaase”

Yep, another year that everyone had to suffer
through this again. Tanks for the memories.
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The beginning of February is when the
modeling season in Michigan gets
kicked off with the Mid Michigan
Model Contest in Bay City. This show
is put on by a great bunch of guys who
go out of their way to run a really good
show. Frequently they are battling bad
weather but the contestants still show
up. This year was no different with the
Livonia Crew showing up in force.
Some of our newer members such as
Alex and Albert had never competed
before and both were awarded medals.
Others like Bob Blevins who are old
salts at the shows made off with the
Best Sci Fi award. I think all club
members who entered received metals
including Steve Grigg who showed his
automotive skill with several medals.
Not only did Bay City members like Jim
Church, and John Martin make us feel
at home, but we were able to catch up
with Warren members, John Aeillo, Ken
Brooks and Nathan Laporte. Also in
attendance were several of our
Canadian friends who made the treck
across the border. The vendors had a
little bit of everything and John, Alex
and myself spent the day thinning
down our own stash. In the end we
made a few bucks talked to some good
friends and had a good time. This is
primarily what all this is about anyways.
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Member of the Month – Albert Divetta
2015

Last month we gave some info on one of our members whose been with us for awhile. This month, let's learn
a thing or two about one of the newest additions to our modeling family.
I'm sure everyone will agree that Albert Divetta has been a refreshing addition to our club. His skills at figure
painting are among the best we've seen. His choice of whimsical subjects are a wonderful addition to our
meetings.
Albert joined us in 2015. He's currently employed as a CAD Engineer and has a 13 year old daughter. The
first model he built was a Herbie the Love Bug model from Revell back in the early 1970"s. His favorite builds
are figures, robots, cars from movies, and just about anything weird. He also collects pre-1984 Star Wars toys.
He loves 1930's jazz, black and white Popeye cartoons and riding his bicycle.
Albert states "I enjoyed building models into my teens, but then I moved into painting fantasy figures. I got
back into both about 3 years ago. Painting is the most fun part for me, but I also have a new appreciation for
researching a subject. The club's high level of talent has encouraged me to bump up my game and make some
improvements that I probably wouldn't have bothered with normally."
Next month we'll dive a little deeper (actually a lot deeper) into the IPMS Livonia well, and have a look-see
at one of the club's "Old Salts". Hmmm.. I wonder who that could be?
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2016 Can-Am Contest News
Can Am Flyer.pdf

By: Phil Meean

2015
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Members,
We have started receiving sponsorship money for categories. Please check with Mike Kendel,
2015or
Steve Freeman as to what categories are open for sale still. Money must be received before a
category can be claimed.
The Show Date Will Be:
October 1, 2016 at the Elks Lodge at 31117 Plymouth Road in Livonia.
Volunteers Needed For the Following Positions:
1. Registration.
2. Raffle.
3. General Help in guiding vendors or participants to room locations as well as set up.
4. Judging
Again I would like people to start thinking of something they may like to volunteer for and this will
not be an all day drain on your time or patience. I want this show to be a positive experience and I
am sure if we all work together it will be.
Sponsorship Packages.
1. Currently our sponsorship package is going to be $25 which will cover a Gold, Silver, Bronze for
each category. We are anticipating 60 categories with splits. This may change, but we will see as
the planning evolves.
2. We are looking to have all categories sponsored so that we do not pay from our club pocket. We
are also looking for any donations that people are willing to make on behalf of the show. If they do
not want to sponsor a category but are willing to donate, a few bucks then we will gladly accept and
put it towards our costs.
3. We will accept kit donations for the raffle as well.
4.All checks need to have John Kesner name on them so they can be deposited. They can
also have IPMS Livonia, but Johns name must be on it also.
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Mess Hall.
By: Grunty the Magic Pig

2015
REUBEN CASSEROLE
SERVES 6-8

INGREDIENTS


6 SLICES RYE BREAD, DIVIDED



1 POUND PASTRAMI OR
CORNED BEEF, THINLY SLICED
OR SHAVED



1 (14.5 OZ.) CAN SAUERKRAUT



4 CUPS SWISS CHEESE, SHREDDED



1 CUP DILL PICKLES, CHOPPED



1 CUP MILK



1/3 CUP THOUSAND ISLAND DRESSING



1/4 CUP MUSTARD



3 LARGE EGGS



2 TEASPOONS CARAWAY SEEDS
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Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350º F and lightly grease a 9×11-inch
baking dish with butter or non-stick spray.

2015

2. Take four pieces of rye bread and cut them into cubes.
Place remaining bread in food processor, pulse until you’ve
got fine breadcrumbs and set aside.
3. Spread cubed bread out along the bottom of your baking
dish, then cover with 1/2 of pastrami. Top beef with
sauerkraut, pickles, half of caraway seeds and 2 cups
cheese.
4. Cover with remaining beef, caraway seeds and cheese.
5. In a medium bowl, whisk together milk, salad dressing and
mustard, then beat in eggs until combined.
6. Pour wet ingredients evenly over the casserole, then top
with breadcrumbs.
7. Place baking dish in oven and bake for 40-45 minutes, or
until mixture is bubbly, top is browned and center is set.
8. Remove from oven and serve hot.
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