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Meeting is at 8pm at Pierson Center this Tuesday the 14th. It will be
a model of the month with a sprue stretching demo.
Any issues, problems, questions, model building techniques or how
to tips that anyone would like addressed then please bring them on
Tuesday.
Special Thanks to Alex Meirzejewski for contributing the article for
this months newsletter about the Matchstick Fleet
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IPMS US members:
$12 Non-IPMS US members: $15
Juniors: $5
Web Site : www.ipmslivonia.org
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Message from He Who is in Charge.
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Whose club is this anyway?

It’s a question that I’m quite sure you’ve never asked yourself. The
answer is… It’s my club… and his club… and yes, it’s your club too.
I’m sure we can all agree that model building, for the most part, is a
solitary hobby. I mean, it’s you that’s doing the cutting, gluing and
painting. But going once a month to a club meeting, means that you’ll
share your experiences with others who are infected with the same
sickness as you. The club is where you can learn new techniques, ask
questions and have an enjoyable time relaxing in the company of
friends.
All clubs have a few members that make everything “work”, so to
speak. They do the talking. They do the demos. They present the
“ideas”. Please know that these members are doing this for the benefit
of ALL club members. They try to make sure there’s always a direction
to go in, and that we actually move in that direction. But please keep in
mind that once you pay your dues, that makes you a deciding member.
You get to decide what WE do. You get to decide what WE discuss.
Most importantly…You get to decide what direction WE move in.
Please feel free to present any ideas you may have regarding the club,
either during club discussions or in private with myself or any of the
other officers.
Whose club is this anyway? It’s OUR club!
Bob ( Its Parkay)
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Party highlights and a story about a boy and his Sprue.
By Ian Dow

2015

Gentleman,

Another Christmas party has come and gone for IPMS Livonia and it was probably the biggest
raffle we have had in terms of dollars. It has been large in the past but this year was one of
the largest. Now in all fairness I think we should just say that Steve Grigg was the benefactor
by purchasing a fair amount of tickets. I myself will not lie and admit to also purchasing a
portion of the tickets. As always there were some real gems and a few dogs. Hopefully
everyone came away happy but I have noticed that I think we are running out of stock for the
raffle. Might have to consider something for next year, but don’t ask me what.
I would like to congratulate Albert (My name aint Cheddar) Divetta on winning the Model of
Year Contest with his Wicked Witch Vignette. Truly awesome work that I think is appreciated
by those that know what they are looking at. I would also like to congratulate Robert Helms for
his win as Best Junior Model of the Year with his Fury Sherman. Congrats to both winners and
happy that we have two newcomers take home trophies this year. Its good to keep the club
growing and learning off of each other. It is what makes our club such a strong one.
With the larger attendance that we have been having every month we have decided that we
would try and have a small demo even on our contest months so that we can give the people
a little bit more for their money. This month is going to be Sprue Stretching.
Originally Big Bob, the Numero Uno - El Presidente was going to do the demo on Sprue
Stretching but he said that he was not as good at it as his son Travis was. Bob said he use to
stretch sprue all the time but now that he is getting somewhat older he just doesn’t have the
desire to do that much stretching and pulling of the sprue. With sprue stretching a lot depends
on the brand and the color, some sprue is very brittle and does not stand up to the challenge
of being heated and pulled. Others are more malleable and tend to be flexible when stretched.
Bob said most of his sprue was old and gray and tended to droop when stretched. That’s why
he suggested that Travis do the demonstration. Travis said “Sometimes I can stretch sprue 2
or 3 times a day. I love stretching sprue”. Well you know what they say don’t send a boy to do
a mans job unless its stretching and pulling sprue. So bring all your questions, no matter how
curious they are, to the Tuesday the 14th meeting and learn all you want about “The Stretchin
of the Sprue”
That is all people.
Ian.
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Master modeller crafts 463-ship armada out of matchsticks
and boxes
By Ben Bryant, and Agencies. Published in the Telegraph.

2015

Philip Warren, 82, has dedicated his entire adult life to crafting the matchstick armada and has built
every class of ship in the Royal Navy since 1945.
Each ship in his huge collection is extremely detailed and he has even built miniature model aircrafts
to go with his 3ft long carrier ships.
The vessels are all painstakingly hand made using just a ruler, razor blade and glue, and can take up
to a year to complete.
Warren began his hobby when he was aged 17 in 1948 after looking at pictures of naval boats.
He began gathering matchsticks as they were easy to get hold of and taught himself his own
technique to assemble them into intricate sculptures on a scale model of 1:300.
Since then he has constructed around 250 Royal Navy ships including HMS Ark Royal, HMS Belfast
and HMS Sheffield, 60 American vessels and 50 from other nations.
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The ships range in size from just a matter of inches to 3ft 4ins.
Warren, a retired director of a stationery wholesale company from Blandford, Dorset, is now
exhibiting 217 of his ships at the Nothe Fort Museum in Weymouth.

2015

The father-of-one was married to wife Anita for 47 years until she died 11 years ago. He said:

"It all started when I was about 17 and I wanted to make models like every other boy did and I
was fascinated with war ships.
"Matches were common then, they were used by everyone and came in wooden boxes so I
decided I would use them. There were no kits back then - you used what was to hand.
"I taught myself all the way. I did get hints and tips from other model makers but the whole
technique I developed on my own.
Warren started by looking at pictures in magazines and making detailed plans, and today also
uses the internet for research.
He began making ships from the end of the Second World War in 1945 and has not stopped
since.
He said: "Although I have always enjoyed the hobby I had no idea I would eventually build 463
ships and still be doing it 65 years later.
"The majority of the ships are Royal Navy but I have made around 60 American carrier ships
as some of them are pretty awesome.
"They are about 40 inches long and I have built them to carry 60 aircraft, but in reality they
could carry up to 100.
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The ships can take up to a year to build. He said: "My favourite is one of the big carriers, USS John F
Kennedy, and the most recent ship I built was HMS Edinburgh.
"I build them in a spare room where I can work for just two minutes on something or for five hours, but I

2015

probably spend up to a year on a carrier.

"One of the recent ones I built had approximately 5,000 matches and 200 match boxes in it so I think I
have probably used well over a million since I began.
"I have given about 50 or 60 models away to my naval friends and destroyed around 40 of them that
weren't up to scratch.
"I have all 30 of my latest models on display including HMS Dragon, HMS York, HMS Gloucestershire,
HMS Richmond, HMS Nonsuch and HMS Iron Duke."
All of the models are flat-bottomed so that when they are placed on a blue table cloth at an exhibition
they appear to be floating on the sea.
The models are stored on shelves in his garage.

6|Page

March

IPMS Livonia

2017

The Bullsheet
2016

2015

7|Page

March

IPMS Livonia

2017

The Bullsheet
2016

2015

8|Page

March

IPMS Livonia

2017

The Bullsheet
2016

2015

9|Page

March

IPMS Livonia

2017

The Bullsheet
2016

2015

In progress model
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(Left) HMS
Bicester
(Middle)
Richelieu

(French Navy)

2015

(Top Right) HMS
Matchless (Ironica
lly enough, made
from matches...)

(Lower Left) HMS
Loch Lomond
(Middle) HMS
Albion
(Upper Right) Sir
Bedivere
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As of 2013 Mr. Warren was 82 and still building model ships. No other current news has
said otherwise. Take the time to review the video links and see at what level of creativity
he achieved that the pictures do not do justice. Fascinating look into what model
building is really all about.
http://fooyoh.com/nowwatch/watch/0EfnLp42nuc.
http://fooyoh.com/nowwatch/watch/tXtjpxF--gk.
http://fooyoh.com/nowwatch/watch/luaTqt1qMiY.
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Airbrushing Ships
By Tracy White from the Internet Modeler Website

2015
Hah! We got ya! You were expecting to read about airbrushing ship kits, but you've fallen for our
clever ruse to discuss masking. In truth, ship kits involve a lot of tape masking due to the nature
of their smaller scale than most aircraft or armor kits. The best, most important advice I can start
off with is to not listen to comedy albums while trying to mask a straight line.
On to Supplies
The tools are not exotic; a sharp pointed blade (such as X-acto #11 or #22), a straight edge,
and tape. There are some additional tools I'll cover as well that aren't strictly necessary, but
have benefits that make them well worthwhile in my opinion.

Tools!

First is a tempered glass cutting board. It provides a nice, true surface that takes a blade very
well and works well with tape. There are two added bonuses to this tool. It works extremely well
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as a cutting surface for photo-etched details, having no give that can allow for pieces to bend as
you cut; and as a straight and true surfaces, it serves as a good platform for wet or dry-sanding
resin pieces such as upper and lower hulls so that both mating surfaces are absolutely flat,
leading to less filling work after joining. I found mine at a local glassworks store, but you can find
them in some kitchen shops.
2015

Ovals cut using template
The second is an oval template, which I find handy to cut out pieces for ships with a rounded
bow or stern surface. These are typically plastic, so one must take care when using them to not
cut in as you are cutting out the tape, but after a few tries the action of turning the blade as you
cut to keep it parallel to the template side becomes natural. These can be found in most arts &
crafts or drafting stores.
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6mm tape cut into 1&2mm strips.
I was a user of regular scotch tape for a good number of years and am pretty familiar with it's
characteristics. While it cuts well and holds to flat surfaces, there is one thing that it and many
other tapes do not handle well, and that is compound curves. A tube, or cylinder is a simple
curve, whereas a sphere or ball is a compound curve that bends in two directions at the same
time.
The problem this causes for tape is that it can pinch one side of the tape and stretch the other,
leaving ripples in the inside diameter (pinch) that paint can flow under. Sometimes you can
manage the ripples and fold the tape over itself, but most tapes are inflexible enough that it can
be a challenge to get them to ripple right where you want them to, or to ripple at the right
frequency as to allow you to curve it with the desired pattern or diameter.

What a difference a width makes!
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There are two main solutions to this; first, switch to a more flexible tape; and second, use
thinner widths of tape so there is less material to stretch and pinch. Tamiya's line of tape is my
favorite for this as it sticks well enough to seal, but not so much that it pulls off tape when
removed (unless the model itself still has lots of mold-release agent or oils from skin contact on
the surfaces).
2015
Masking a Simple Ship
Let's use the Airfix 1/350th Trafalgar class submarine as our first example. It provides a nice,
smooth surface with a compound curve at the bow and stern for demonstration purposes. I'm
doing HMS Torbay, which has a deep blue (I mixed 2/3 Model Masters Blue Angel Blue with 1/3
Aircraft Interior Black) above the water line and black anti-fouling below, as far as I've been able
to tell.
As was mentioned in "Airbrushing 203: Freehanding Multi-Color Camouflages," it is often best to
start with the lighter color and work darker to minimize the number of coatings it takes to hide
the color below, but sometimes it is easier to work backwards.
With a ship's hull I find it easiest to work from the bottom up, with hull red covered by boot
topping black, folllowed by whatever gray/blue/white, etc., that your hull happens to be. This will
leave a step of paint that would normally be visible due to the increased number of coats
covering the subsequent layers, but because of the layer order the step is DOWN and it is far
less visible. For this reason I would advocate the "bottom up" approach over the "ligher-todarker" order (with the boot topping last).
With submarines, if there is a demarcation at the waterline, on the top of the hull, then you
essentially have the same, but opposite, shape as a ship's bottom. So in Torbay's case I went
lightest to darkest more from circumstance of ease of taping than anything; the step is not as
much of a deal as I'll be going one dark color over another.

How to not curl your tape.

I will typically cut a length of Tamiya tape into 1mm or less strips on my glass cutting board and
pull off as needed for the hull. It doesn't hurt to plan on a couple of test pieces in order to get a
feel for how the tape is going to want to lay down on the surface and how you'll need to offset
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that desire. I find it easiest to start on the bow and work aft simply because it's generally cleaner
and thinner (not true on modern submarines) and thus esier to look down the length to ensure
that both sides are at the same level and straight.

On Torbay, the very forward demarcation point was my reference for the entire "waterline"
2015
based on one photo, so I started there. I never found anything that showed the precise ending
point on the stern, so I arbitrarily made it the base of the rear fin. Because of the compound
curve, initially only a small portion of the tape was touching the plastic, making it more of a
challenge to keep it from moving as I pulled on it to keep it tight and following the track I wanted
it too. As you pull it "in" to get it to curve, you tend to pull on it such that it slides "in" and away
from where you put it.

Bow tape test.
As you can see from the photo to the right, I wound up leaving the bow with a weird track until I
had more of the tape down, so that I had a strong section to serve as an anchor before I did the
part that would cause the greatest pulling motion. Essentially, I did the bow curve for the
starboard side, and then let the port side run however it wanted to until it ended, so that it had
the best resistance to movement which I worked the starboard side. Once I had the starboard
side done it was easy to go back and re-lay the port side to either take the track I wanted, or int
his case, since it was fairly short, to bring it in tighter than the track I wanted so that it was out of
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the way for the port piece's tape and I could fair the two pieces together seamlessly. So, test
pieces applied and a sense of what was in store I pulled them off (By all means leave them if
you nail it the first time!) and set to work with pieces that were measured to be close to what I
needed.

2016

2015

Center the oval
First piece down was the oval so that I could see what curve I needed to approach so that I
joined smoothly with no apparent corner or bugle. Once this was down and I was sure it was
centered, I went with one side's initial strip, starting just past the bow and curving around using
one of the panels as my initial point. I didn't plan on nailing this area as much as lining it up to
mask down the hull with the correct track; then, once that was down, I came back and adjusted
the bow for that oh-so perfect shape and position.
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With the first side done I repeated the process for the other side. I have a fairly good eye for
lines so I usually free-hand it, but I know some people will use a pencil to mark lines using a
system to keep the tip always at the same height, but the one time I tried that I marred the paint
and effectively killed my interest in experimenting further. Within a few minutes we have our
initial demarcation line, and by comparing front and overhead views I can see that it's even
enough that I can't visually see a difference.
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Fill the area to remain blue....
Next is the fill-in; this is simply putting more tape inside the border we masked. You can start
with the same 1mm sized strips as before, but I usually jump up to 2mm in the tight corners and
use the regular tape in long lenghts such as hull sized. You don't have to be nearly as precise
as the first line, just make sure that you cover everything and don't leave any ripples that spray2015
could creep under. Also, from experience, make sure that all of the tape OVERLAPS; I had one
case where spraying black over white where there was an ever-so-thin black line left from when
I had two pieces of tape precisely next to each other.

...and cover everything
Once you have the entire thing covered, it's wise to first burnish the edge of the tape with
something such as a fingernail, tooth pick, or knife blade (if you're careful), to ensure no paint
creeps under as you apply it. Other techniques as additional surface are to spray a coat of clear
flat or the same color you masked over as a seal; if it creeps under it's at least either invisible or
the same color. I also like to use thin coats of paint so that it doesn't get thick enough to actually
flow. This may seem to take longer, but I find it more appealing to me than touch-up or stripping
the thing and starting over.
The black below was sprayed in three coats, and other than an area on the bow where some
paint pulled off (it pulled off the primer too, meaning I must have not cleaned well in that spot)
there were no flaws; no creaps or jumps in the line where i hadn't lined up correctly. Just one
blue submarine and one wad of tape suitable for balling up to throw at the cat for entertainment.
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Detail shots after the tape was removed.
On to the planks!
Another useful ability with the airbrush is to simulate wooden deck planking. There are
slight differences in tone that can appear and I, personally, like the look of a deck that's not
completely uniform in color. This technique original came to my attention from another modeler
with a fine last name; Rusty White of Flagship models. The first exposure I had was through an
issue of Fine Scale Modeler, but there is a similar explanation available on SteelNavy
The basic idea is to paint some contrasting colors first, and then overspray them with a thin coat
of a final color in such a way as to vary the color tone a wee bit between planks. For our
demonstration I've chosen the Verlinden 1/200th CSS Atlanta as it has HUGE planks, perfect
for demonstration purposes. They also vary in width, so rather than measuring and cutting a
bunch out to size first, I laid pieces down and cut them out using the planks as a guide.

Primer & first coat of paint.
We start with our primered model and a coat of dark brown. Once that is sprayed and dried, cut
and place pieces of tape in a semi-random pattern. I typically spray about three colors before
the final coat, so I try and roughly cover a third of the deck with each color. After the first round
of tape comes the second color, I chose a light tan, but it actually doesn't matter as much as
long as you have good contrasts between the colors. In fact, to prove that point, for the third
color, I chose aircraft gray.
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Second coat of paint & tape.

Final coat and tape removed.
It's rather garish once you have all the tape pulled off, as you can see, but that's precisely what
we need, because we're going to paint over it and we need for those differences to hang on a
bit as we cover them with a thinner than normal for most of you coat. I tend to spray thin coats
anyway, so I don't have what I'd consider a formula for how thin it should be, just that it should
be of the right consistency that you can lay down even looking coats. So, below we have the
first "coat," which is really me spraying one coat along the planks, then perpendicular to them, to
give a more even covering. I leave the stern uncovered at first, so you can compare and see
how the look changes with each subsequent coating. Finally, after our second coat, I think we're
close, so I add a third, and then apply three similar coats to the casemate deck and stern deck.
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Adding the final coats.

And finally, a close-up of the bow to show you that yes, you can still see the planks, but now you
have slight differences between them that can really add some life to a deck. It's up to the
modeler at this point whether or not they want to apply a wash into the deck plank recesses to
2015
make them pop out more, but given the over-sized nature of these planks, I'm inclined to leave
them alone and not emphasize that fact too much.

The finished deck.
Conclusion
I hope you don't feel like we sucker-punched you with a masking article! But, as you can see,
ship models tend to require masking here and there due to their smaller scale and lack of
feathered paint in real life. But given a little practice and patience, it's not difficult to step
beyond brush painting of ships.. leave that for the deck apes!
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Contest Corner
Model of the Year Standings 2017
1. Jeff Edge

10 points

2. Alex Meirzejewski

6 points

3. Steve Freeman

4 points

4. Jerry Fraske

4 points

5. Randy Helms

2 points

6. John Kesner

1 point

7. James Rudy Rudolph

1 point
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Upcoming IPMS Livonia Events
IPMS Livonia 2017 Calendar
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Mar 14th- M.O.M. and Sprue Stretching Demo
Apr 11th- "Glue Night"...Liquid, C/A, Clear Parts, Gluing resin and
P.E.
May 9th- M.O.M.
June 13th- "Sci-Fi" Theme Contest (details to follow)
July 11th- M.O.M. and P.E. Tools and Tips
Aug 8th- "Ground Work Night"...Water Effects, Trees and Plants,
etc.
Sept 12th- M.O.M.
Oct 10th- "Putty Night" (round table discussion)- Bring Your
Putty and Tools
Nov 14th- M.O.M. and "Unusual Tool Night" (details to follow)
Dec 12th- "Rigging for Bi-Planes"
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Mess Hall
By Grunty the Magic Pig

2015

The Best Clam Chowder

This is a basic New England clam chowder, though with leeks used in place of the traditional
onions, and a splash of wine to add a floral note. Also: thyme. Very continental! It is shockingly
delicious and deserves its title as best. Bacon will add a smoky note to the stew. If you use it, it
may be worth it to go the whole distance and get expensive double-smoked bacon instead of
the standard supermarket fare. The salt pork, which is not smoked, will take the meal in the
opposite direction, emphasizing the pure flavor of the clams.
Featured in: The Clam Chowder Wars.
INGREDIENTS
24 medium-size quahog clams,
usually rated ‘‘top neck’’ or ‘‘cherrystone,’’ rinsed
1 tablespoon unsalted butter
¼ pound slab bacon or salt pork, diced
2 leeks, tops removed, halved and cleaned,
then sliced into half moons
3 large Yukon Gold potatoes, cubed
½ cup dry white wine
3 sprigs thyme
1 bay leaf
2 cups cream
Freshly ground black pepper to taste
¼ cup chopped parsley.
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PREPARATION

1. Put the clams in a large, heavy Dutch oven, add about 4 cups water, then
set over medium-high heat. Cover, and cook until clams have opened, 2015
approximately 10 to 15 minutes. (Clams that fail to open after 15 to 20 minutes
should be discarded.) Strain clam broth through a sieve lined with cheesecloth
or doubled-up paper towels, and set aside. Remove clams from shells, and set
aside as well.
2. Rinse out the pot, and return it to the stove. Add butter, and turn heat to
medium-low. Add bacon or salt pork, and cook, stirring occasionally, until the
fat has rendered and the pork has started to brown, approximately 5 to 7
minutes. Use a slotted spoon to remove pork from fat, and set aside.
3. Add the leeks to the fat, and cook, stirring frequently, until they are soft but
not brown, about 10 minutes. Stir in potatoes and wine, and continue cooking
until wine has evaporated and the potatoes have just started to soften,
approximately 5 minutes.
4. Add enough clam broth to just cover the potatoes, approximately 3 cups,
reserving the rest for another use. Add the thyme and the bay leaf.
5.Partly cover the pot, and simmer gently until potatoes are tender,
approximately 10 to 15 minutes.
6. Meanwhile, chop the clams into bits about the size of the bacon dice.
When potatoes are tender, add cream and stir in chopped clams and reserved
bacon. Add black pepper to taste. Let come to a simmer, and remove from
heat. (Do not let chowder come to a full boil.) Fish out the thyme and the bay
leaf, and discard.
7. The chowder should be allowed to sit for a while to cure. Reheat it to a bare
simmer before serving, then garnish with chopped parsley. Serve with oyster
crackers.

27 | P a g e

