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IPMS Livonia is a non-profit 

educational organization 

created to promote and 

share the art of plastic 

modeling. The group meets 

at 8:00 p.m. every 2nd 

Tuesday of the Month.        

 Meeting Place:  The Pierson 
Center,  Suite 5,  32625 West Seven 
Mile Rd.,  Livonia, Michigan.     

Club Officers: 

President 

Tim Howell   
 (517) 861-7775   
howelltm@hotmail.com   
    
VP               

Bob Blevins 
(734) 664-3198 
blevins5@prodigy.net 
 
Treasure 

John Kesner 
(248) 880-6135 
johnkesner@frontier.com 
 
Secretary 
 
Mike Kendel 
Mkendel@sbcglobal.net 
  

Bull Sheet Staff:   

Editor in Chief  Ian P. Dow  

Associate Editor  Jeff Edge  

Club Dues  

IPMS US members:  

 $12 Non-IPMS US members:  $15 
Juniors:    $5   

Web Site :  www.ipmslivonia.org 
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Meeting time is at 8:00pm on Tuesday the 8th of September at the Pierson 

Center. It is contest month so bring what you have been working on or 

finished and compete with the group. 
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Gentleman, 

It is with sadness that I report the loss of a longtime IPMS Livonia member, Mr. Jim Hayes. Jim was diagnosed 

with Pancreatic Cancer about the middle of July and passed away Saturday August 30 mid afternoon. He went 

into the hospital end of July and spent several days there before being released back into the wild. While he 

was home he continued to work on his models and was able to spend an afternoon working on his Fiat Spyder 

in his garage with friends to get it rolling again. Although he was in a weakened state near the end he spent the 

whole day running around and helping to put the pieces of the car back together. Jim seemed to have had a 

very good time that day and it would not have mattered what was being done he just enjoyed having the 

company.  

Now Jim is likely rolling his eyes wherever he is now because flattery and fluff was something that he did not 

take well too. If anyone knew Jim they knew that he was the definition of "Crotchety Old Man", and would be 

more than happy to point out why you made a modeling mistake and how until you learn your basics you will 

never get any better. But he was also more than happy to tell you how to improve your basics and what you 

needed to do to get it right. He was always willing to share his knowledge and the tricks he had learned along 

the way. Many of the techniques and methods that are used by club members are from Jim who showed us a 

way to do something and then we took it in our own creative direction.  

Jim was not only a gifted modeler but was also a gifted carpenter. His finish work was much like his modeling, it 

was very meticulous and professional. This was a trait that carried through many aspects of his life. Jim knew a 

lot about many subjects including history, the arts, the sciences and religion. Although not a church going man 

he was very proud of the Jesuit Education he received at University of Detroit High School. I would often poke 

him and tell him that it was no Cass Technical High School where I attended, but it was ok. He would then 

launch into a tirade about his Jesuit education and how it prepared him for his life.  

There were parts of Jims life that were not open for discussion or review. His family and his military career. He 

was a proud Marine who served this country in the Vietnam Conflict but it was also something that was never 

talked about. What his feelings about those subjects were, are his feelings and ones that he felt did not need to 

be shared. He was often short and irritable and a perfect pain in the ass to be around, but he was also our pain 

in the ass and someone who will be missed by those that knew him. Where ever you are Jim I hope the hobby 

store is open 24 hours and restaurants serve Italian.  

A memorial service is planned for Jim at RG&GR Harris funeral home in Livonia on Saturday Sept. 19th from 12-

4. The memorial service is at 4. 

Be Well my Friends 

Ian  

       

Farwell to a Friend    

By: Ian P. Dow 
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A Tribute To James Hayes. 

 

Jim, John, Rick and Greg Hanchuk on a trip to 

Aberdeen for an AMPS show. A whole lot more hair 

and brown hair in that photo. 
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        Jim and John working on the Fiat Spyder on a muggy August day 
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Bronco "Buffalo" 6X6 MPCV with Slat Armor in 1/35 

Reviewed by Eric Christianson on the Internet Modeler Site. 

From the ModelingMadness.Com website. 

 

 

Reviewed by :Johnny Seaman in Modeling Madness 

 

Summary 

Bronco has released its second version of the Buffalo 6x6 MPCV (Multi-Purpose Crew Vehicle). This 
incarnation sports a complete set of Slat (Cage) Armor used to defeat rocket projectile weapons such as 
RPGs (Rocket Propelled Grenades). This release includes the XM153 Crow II System close-in defense 
weapon and two types of armament. The slat armor installation precludes the use of some of the 
antennae, the spare wheels, and other prominent parts found on similar vehicles without the armor. 
These parts are still included in the kit, however. 

Background 

The Buffalo MPCV (Multi Purpose Crew Vehicle) was based on the successful South African Casspir 
mine-protected vehicle. While the Casspir is a four wheeled vehicle, the Buffalo has six wheels. The 
MPCV is also fitted with a large articulated arm which is used for ordnance disposal. Both vehicles 
incorporate a "V" shaped mono-hull chassis that directs the force of the blast away from the occupants. 
The Buffalo depicted in the Bronco kit is equipped with BAE Systems' LROD cage armor for additional 
protection against RPG-7 anti-tank rounds. The glass armor is sufficient at 6 inches thick. Run-flat tires 

are present on all wheels. The Buffalo combines ballistic and blast protec tion with infrared 
technology to detect the presence of dangerous ordnance and a robotic arm to disable it. 
Personnel operate the Buffalo's 30-foot robotic arm and claw from within the armored hull via a mounted 
camera and sensory equipment, to safely dispose of mines and IEDs. 
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Opening the box 

There are a LOT of parts in this kit, but nothing we 
haven't seen before from Bronco. The oversized, 
cardboard box is not as sturdy as you might expect for 
the number of parts, but the contents reached me intact 
and undamaged. I dreaded looking in the box at first, 
knowing that the vehicle had a full array of slat armor: 
who knew how the cage armor was would be rendered? 
I was pleasantly surprised, however, to find the delicate 
sections of armor beautifully engineered in super-thin 
plastic, completely free of flash and sporting attachment 
points at the ends of the bars, requiring virtually zero 
clean-up. Very nice! 

Most parts are used and since there were so many 
sprues that the first thing I did was label each sprue 
using masking tape and a Sharpie to make the sprue 
identification letters stand out. This helped things 
tremendously during the complex build. 

The contents of this box include: 
20 sprues in soft, light tan-yellow plastic, packaged 
separately. 
 
5 sprues of clear plastic parts (windows, water bottles 
and lights), packaged separately. 
 
8 outer tire treads, packaged separately. 
 
Lower and upper hulls, packaged separately. 
 
1 50-cal gun casing, packaged separately. 
 
A baggie containing two thicknesses and lengths of 
soft, plastic black piping. 
 
1 large photo-etch sheet, sandwiched in thin film plastic 
to help cutting and removal. 
 
1 35-page color instruction booklet containing highly 
detailed CAD color and B/W drawings, with 59 
assembly steps. 
 
1 small (but perfectly registered) sheet of decals from 
Cartograph of Italy. 
 

 

 

 

 


